DUNHAM DISPATCH izt

Yolume VII No. 11 November 1994

MILITARY RESPONSE OVERWHELMING
(both to serve & to share)

Just as the Dunhams have always besn quick to answer our country's
call to the colors," Dunhams & Dunham descendants have been prompt &
genarous in sharing their military memorablilia -- 30 much so that we
doubt it will be possible to cram i1t all into a sinagle issue. THANKS
50 MUCH to all who have sent materials! For this re=ason, the prasent
pian 1is to produce a 2nd military issue in the near future, (Thus if
other readers havs photos or articles to send, it isn't too late.)
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MEMO REGARDING A FORTUNATE FAMILY
Jne wav to gain appreciation of the number (gquite wvast) of Dunhams who
have served their country in the earlier wars is toc esnter all the col-
lected family groups cn computer, as Editor Phyllis Kitson has besen do
-ing for some while. Many, many individuals are noted as having
fought in the Revolutionary War, even more in the Civil War. Also,
pirth & death dates such as "1838-1862" seesm to indicate many more who
may nokt have been recorded as having fought in that war may well have
done so. Of course we haven't received a single pheoto of men who were
in the American Revo:ution {wonder why not?), buft there i3 one letter
{unfortunately undated, but written apout 1906} that rafers to one
Dunham family's participation in the Revoluticn. It was written from
Massachusetts by Olive Dunham Barvows (b. 1822}{8!{D=acon John 1, John
2, John 2, Ebenezer 4, Ebenezer 5, Jonathan 6, Ralph 7} to her great-
niece, Miriam Dunham Ferriss, who had written to Olive for family i1n-
formatlon when she wanted to join the D.A.R Eer=s i3 the pertinent
excerph: "I canandot give you acourate know1edwe of my Grandfather
Dunham because I have no dates t£o refer to. Joonathan Dunham, boru in

¢

_|’_,

Mansfield, CT, was bhorn betw=en L7530 & 1760. As nearly as I can re-
collect, he died about 18470, Ee lived his whole 1life in Mansfield, &
there he was buri=d. Now your c¢ousin, S. €. Dunham of the Travelsrs
Insurance Co., couid give you the exact dates in this case as he is a
Son of the Revoluttinop & collected & made use of the information you
desire when he became a Son of the Reveolution., There is ones little
irem which will have no bearing upon your cass but may he of lnter=ast
My greart grandfather {{Zbe=nezer, Jr.}: had 7 sons grown to manhood
when tns war proke out, 5 of whom weres in the Contiaz=saral Army. All
mignht have been, but Ccne wWas Jndﬂrage This is a very remarkxable r=-
cord, & what is perhaps more wonderiul, all cames home & lived 7o a
good oid ag=." Checking if% ouf tnese men appear to nave been!
©laaz=r 'h, 1744), Daniel {(b. 1748}, Samuel {(b. 17%4}; Jounathan
(1733-2840%: 3tephen (b. 17613, Tamzs (b. 1763}; & Nathanis! (b.
1766 )
DUWEAA DEEERTCH
Mrs. Phyl!l 3. Kitson, Ed
711 ﬂanhlqgto Avenue
Flinc, Michigan 4395073
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Another item related to the
American Revoluticon is this
interesting clipping from a New
Jers=y newspapesr of Nov. 19856,
dealing with special honors
accarded at that ti e to Jehu
Durham {1 3
Joan 1, Benilijah dmund 3,
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THIS PHOTC OF a Civil War
soldier comes from Bill Wood,.. ) _
Stephe Cit % & 1 Tt o
ot E umham but of a Dumbon's Henty Randall Dunham, b, Apr. 22, 1838; d. Sep 7, 1877
PRARR s I & ;‘irst Lieutenant Co. K, 141 Reg. Pa Voi. P 7 o
yourihful soldisr was Charles :ﬁ:g g}?lring war years. He couldn't h:ve ‘been more
Wesiey Cogswell, who served i 2
1n Co. X, Z7th Mass. Infan-

try. FPhotographed ca. 1852, THIS STRIKING PICTURE "from the fielda™
he later nad a dauchter comes from Fidella Marty, Ames, IA, &
named Mabel! Loulse, who bs- 3nows her great grandfather, Henry
came the wife of Henry Al- Randall Dunham (1838-1877:{(8){leacon
pheus Dunham {(1872-:1946):9) Jonn 1, Jonathan 2, Daniel 3, Samuel
(Deacon Jonn 1, Jose &, Helitdum 5. Johf 6 Jonn L. 7):  Fi-
thantel 3, {saac =, della adds thart Henry E. had a younger
Alpa=us o6, Alvheus 7 brothey, Benjamin M. Dunham, who was
ED. NOTE: Mr a2lso & member of thes P4 Voluntsers &
Z w=!1l an whao was killed at Chancellorsville in
3! i3 ot May, 1363 at the age of 23. It is in-
g her. Larzsting L2 nots the very formal fur-
traced 3- nlture th=s unlts broughr with them on-
; a g1l rto the fi=alad The chaic & table ap-
- oEAL stralg omeon=2's parlor Probably there wasn't
ANy avaliapb:e tha more sultabpis for camping. It is almost certain
that Hearv's motn Caught him not to tip a chair back on
1ts nind legs 4 n get on a table, but in tas war a mo-
ment oS¢ COMEQUT W 4 A 437 that would he relaxing
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ONE OF SEVERAL good WWI pho-
tos from Donna Hawks,
TX (we'll have others in fu-
ture issues), s3hows Rev.
James Harvey Dunham (1872-

1943} {9} (Deacon John 1, Beni
jah Z, Rev. Edmund 3, Rev.

Jonathan 4, Rev., Jonathan 5,
Jonathan 6, Nahum 7, Samuel

8), who was a 1st Lieut.
Chaplain.
Qfficers' Reserve Corovs

1920, & he was burisd 1n Ar-

lington Narc'l Cemetery with

fuil military honors.
Bob A. Dunham, Madison, WI,
Arthur Dunham (4){William 1,
radic man (RM1/C} 1n the Vav
pirthday, Dec. 7, 1942, the
in the Amervrican, Europsan, &
vasicons in the Parcific while
parctle for zTha Levte Guli
in the Navy. --- Tau will no
sition 1n thizx lia=a, Willia
vstery man ¢f his lin=s. No
cestnr, =us2vt That ne had a
Ohin. rlie'd sugygsst a perus
tg sere 1§ mor=2 couldn’'t be 1
~--Incidentaliv, we now havs
our maiiing lis3t. Suars hop=
thay have difp=srcsot middi= 1

Spring,

He remained in the
untill

November 1994

UNITED STATES NAvY'
Identification Card

M, Arbhur '
n O
_ ; , /Vnm ’// .
il _.f.-f‘um..,.'.{;./{’.ﬁ,’.?ﬁ““ .
5 Sfpmmn -

Cnlgr Hmr.:}_;:g.?.n Eyes. _Blu@, - i
Weight. 125 . Birth. 1.2/7[33

Void after _.LU_LQ.:.. .}..,ﬂc}"

———

A TON OF GOOD THINGS has arrived from
among them this great portraic of his dad,
Charles R. 2, Arthur 3}. Arthur was a
uring WWII, having enllsted on his 17th
anniversary of Pear! He served
theatres & was i 5 ip-
an the USS Kno;, including rthe
11 ribbons during his tenure
litam Dunham i3 in the No. 1 po-
gr=3t gre=at agrandfather & the
WF cartaln about this an-
879, praobabkly in
dexz at this point
om that sourase. )
Madison, Wi, oo
ap! At leas
coniusion
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RIGHT- SNAPPED IN AUGUST 1944 on the Ash- .
bury, NJ, boardwalk, these 2 sisters

posed on either side of their brother.

The 3 are: (L to R) Mary E. Messler Jami-
eson (1903-1984): David B. Messler, Jr.
{1907-1962); & Alma Messler Keane {1911-
1985). They belong to the 5th generation
of their known Dunham ancestry, ths lst-4
being: 1/ Richdrdseon Dunham, Sr. {(1760-
1841); 2/ Richardson, Jr. (1796-1864); 3/
Jesse L. (b. 1844}; 4/ Clara E. Dunhanm
Messler (1866-1924:, P, C. Alager, Derry,
NH, who shared the photo, is a granddaugh-
ter of Mary. Her areat uncle, David Mess-
ler, was in WWII as a cryprtologist &
served in Africa in the campalign against
Romma], the infamons Desert Fox. P.C.
relates an interesting story about the
watch, seen here on David's wrist, which
he wore all through his service years,
Some time after David died in a 1962 car
accident, his watch was given to P. C.'s
son upon the occasion of his graduation
from Jr. High school. A 21-jewel Hamil-
ton, the watch still looked good except
for a badiy scratched & pitted crystal.
P. C. took it to a friend wno dea.t in
01d clocks & watches, noping to replace
the crystal & geft it going again. She
told him what she knew of the history of
the watch. When she went to pick it up, her friend handed her a zip-
lock sandwich bag, with sand in it instead of a sandwich. Yes, this
sand {from the Afrian desert) had been blown so hard that it pitted
the crysztal & clogged the working parts of the watch., Sand removed,
the watch work=d fine. However, thesse tinlest momentoes of World War
II weren't thrown out; they ars still preserved, plus the old watch
crysatal, in a mounted kKeepsake box.

SPECTAL THANKS go to those cousins who have
recently sent financial contributions to the
DISPATCH. Circulation nas dcubled within the
past & months, & it look=d as if the increasead
costs would necessitate dropplng down to an
every~aother-month publicacion schedule. Your
contrinutions have art leasrt staved aff the
tim2 when that will happen.
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