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O°NE SMYSTERY “SO°LVCED
_Castle-Builder Identified SNow

Those readers who have been on DD's mailing list for some while may
recall articles that ran in the May & July issues regarding the Dunham
Castle in Kane County, IL & its grande dame, Jane Dunham (b. 1906).

When we published these articles we didn't know how Jane fitted into
the total Dunham picture. Now we do, thanks to Marilyn Roth, who sent

in this sketch from the COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL & HISTORICAL RECORD

OF KANE COUNTY {(1888), which ties the family in.

Jane was the grand-

daughter of Mark W. Dunham (who called his castle "Oaklawn" original-

ly).
lows:
Solomon 7.

ARTK W, DUNHAM was born Jane 22,
1542, at Oaklawn. the old Danham howe-
stend in the fown of Sk Charles. Kane

, Ca.. 111, where be new resides: hie is the

_\.'Olltlgt'-it son of Sulomen Duubaw. who removed

to Illinois wilth bis fawily from Cattarangns Coun-

)_\;L_Y.‘ in the spring of 15835,

d jon Dnnbam was horn at Stillwater. Sara-

log, N, Y., in 1704; was the son of Elisba

—

tx.

Dunbam, born in 1751, Elisha Dunbam was the son |

of Elisba Dunham, avud was born at Mauvstield,
Conn., in 1718. Elisha Dunham was born at Baru-
stable, Mass., in 1687, and was the son of John
Dunpham III. born at Plywontly in 1647, son of
Jolin Dupham II.  Jolw Dunbaw II was the son
of Deacon John Dunham, and emigrated from Lin-
colnshire with the family of his father. in 1033,
Deacon John Duobam was horn in Lincolushire,
Euglaod, in 1589. He was a descendant of an ap-

civnt fitunly of that e, et e reeonds shew
bevves hieer vesiglend~ of thad ]ﬂl':\lily prier o e
Norman conmpuesk, e fnomigeated abonl Ha
with his wife, Abigaml and sons, John, Benagaly,
Daniel, Samuel, Themss, and Qinghiler, Porsis, (o
Ulyvmonth, M, ard odiod Mareh 20 1660, J{,
wis first mnde representalive in 1L and often
aftorward.  Ho w
amem Lhe firsh poreh:

Thes oldest son ol Peacon Johin Panham, alsg

doneon of ]']_\'Illmll.h. atnl

1~ers ol Tt oot

natmned Jobi, reaved it Tamily ol Plvionth, Mass.,
eonsisting of Joln, horn 1147, Jouatlian, born
1620, and Saonel. 1652,

The ellest s, Johi, was o member of Pl
mouth Charel. and setdlid in Barnstable, and mar.
ried Mary Swith, Janehiler of Rev, John Smiil, in
170, wmsin of Giov. Thomas Hinek.
ey, wmd wis born Novewbor, 1015, T NG oy
Dunham bomeehit o baree dract of Land in Windhsiom,

She was o

whicl afterwird beeattne kuown o Dandion’s Pond.
aned A ealled Mansficld Centre, MHix ehildren
we wnns. horn Toeeember, 25, 1080, Ebonezer,
Frorn ._J:!‘l] 17, 16851 Flisha barn Soeptembe 1, 1087

Flisha Duobam was married Ao Temporance
Stewnrl, of Chatlmn, Mise.
were born fo dhem: Flenczer, Moy 210 17170 and
Blisha, Angost 210 1918, the latler dying April
24, 1701,

Flishia had three sons with whom he remaved

el twa chiliven

to Vermont, and Saally fo Sarntogn Comnty, XYL

One of hiz sons, Elijaly, lived at Stillwater, Sara.

toma Connty. nntil his death. He {ook an active
part in the Revolstionary War, becoming {amons
as a frontier leader. recriving the commissions of
captain and colonel.  He was present at the batile
of Saratoga, in which Burgoyne surrendered. part
of the batile having been fougbt on the Dunham
estate. He Lad three sons: Solomen, Elijab and
Daniel: and three daugbiers: Abignil, Maria and
Frevlove.

Solomon, horn in 1764, reecived such education

sg was uhtainable at that. time at Lis home. His
father dving while he was in bis teens. he deler-
mined to acquire such knowledge as wounld 8t him
for engineering. Entirely dependent npon bis
own resources. Lie applied himsell to the study of
mathematics. oblaining the necessary means for
lis =npport during that time by rafting Inmber
from the Upper Hndson to New York during the
wason,  Haviog mained a thorongh knowlh-dyo of
surveving. be immigrated to Western New York
shont 1510 settliug in Cattwrangns Conuty, near
Buifalo. where he warried Lydin Ballaed, in 1819,
agd where were born eiwht of his cleven ehildren:
Bewsy, Daniel. Harriet, Jane, Delin. Julin. Fravk-
lie and Ewily: those born in Kane Connoty. 1L,
were Helen, Emma and Mark W,

With the eapture of Black Huwk. amid fhe final
sijnstioent of the Indian claim~ by the purelase
of their lamls, all tmpediments to the setilement
of Nortbern Dlinuis aud Wiseonsin disappwaired,
and among the tirst (o avail themselves of the
advantages that hiad been <o lowingly portrayed,
was Solomon Dunbam. wha mudertonk the journey
with bis (amily overland. nrrivine at Chicaso. then
& mere sillage. in the latter part of April. 1535
Leaving his family at Fort Dearhorn. e came to
For River, aml located a claim on the enst border
of the Little Wonds. on Sectisn 13, St. Charles
Townsbip, to which thn family were mmediately
Temoved, nrriving on May S ISI5 As the Gov.
rroment sureess bad wot been made at that
date. the rights of settlers were eonfined to pro-
o_mplllons, Claim tithss te land wern thon the oualy
titless to be had in that seeting, aml. as .'n'lvpntun_-r.s
were continaally attempting 1o jmuop elaims,”’
and :hfn.-a defrand bosa_ficfs orizinal elaimants ont
S e g ol
qwgar‘ 1: md.t.i,m ‘Slreng‘lh and _enurage of the
tm1:h1;.‘lu:§n lflon of things which caused much

among the rarly sottlers,

Mark was of the 8th generation in America,
Deacon John 1, John 2, John 3, Elisha 4, Elisha 5, Elisha 6,

~ Chieagyo & Galena Railrond.

Solumon Dunham possessid great fivmness aod
trenzth of character, whick, combined with an in-
trepid <pirit and good judgment, soon mitde hiw o
=an of mark and a lepdor among the piongers.
He forged organizations in their midst for the pro-
~f their just elaims, and by this means pro-
ALY praneer familios from being summi-
s 1 wTovgfully ousted from their howes.  He
®2< 4 wmember of the first hoard of connty epmimnis-

it : p ; e
aty# r= and assisted in the county'« nreuization.
As anjvi] 3

fngineer and survevor Lis serviees weep
Slantly § 2

= a5ty in demand, and he beeame one of the
JAMT 1 & f

Paniy of eugineers who surveyed and Jaid out the

ey

fivst railroad built west of Chicago. kuown us the
. In all business deal.
ings be was prompt. and, in the aid of publie im.
provements aud whatever other calls were mle
wpon bim, he was liberal to the extent of lis
means.  Strictly booest and conseientions in all

affairs. Mr. Dunbam was radical in ullowing any

©oof Northera Hinois.

j whom she was warried May, 29, 1577,
< the secunid tlﬂ_\' of -Ill].}‘, 1858, nt )T;lqllokv{;L_ Iy

H : .
i He was the son of Lewis Drigbam Dunban

course of action or thonght that he ling
satisfied wus right.

hecome
He was o strong heliever in
and adberent of the prineiples represented Ly
the Dewsocratie party.  His fenlty gever —
nil he for yeurs was a potent factor in the pulitics
Of very deciidml upinions,
foartess aml outspoken on all veeasions, e fatu-
rally wade sowe bitter opponent<, whilst the syme

. tharacleristies of bonest fearlessnuess mindy many

frst amd troe fricnds.  Althonsh never i member
of nny sect or denomination, be was possessei] of
religions convictions. and was a Universalist i e
lief.  Pure in bis sprech and acts, Lo dicconnte.

unaced aml reproved both profanity and immorad. |

ity by theorr and practice,
wurthy among the pinneers, he died A pril 2 15635,
His wife, Lydia Ballard Dunbam, baving died pinht
Fears previonsly, ’
Carvie M. Dnuham, wife of ML W. Danhan, to

was barn

the cldest danghter of Fraderick % Dunbam. who
wits bt December 15, 1531, at Manstiold, Cuann.
5. bora
October G, 1515, it Man-lield, Coan. Lowis Brio.
hinm Dunham was the son of Cephas Dur',h:m:_
Cepbas Dunham was the son of Setl Dunhasy Je.,
and was born February 12, 1751 at Magsfold,

(Cont'd page 2) |

with ancestry as fol-

One of the most |
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MARK W, DUNHAM (from p. 1)

Conn.  Seth Dunham, Jr., was the son of Seth
Tanham. and was born Jnly 4. 1741, in Plymouth,

i Seth Duoling, Se., was the son of Elen.
«—f Dunbam, and was born ubout 1719, at Ply.
mouth. Mass.  Ebenezer Dunbam was the son ol
Jobn Duoham IIT amd was born at DPlymonth.
Mass., April 17, 1684, John Dunbam I was the
son ol John Dunbam II, who emigrated with his
father froms Lincolushire, Bngland. He settlod
first in Plymonth, married i 1716, and remwoved
to Man<held in 1721,

The muther of Mrs. Mark W. Duanbam was

Pheachie AleCloy, danghler of -l(m-p]. MeCGoy nmd
Uhiane Bellows, damehiter of Col. Calels Bellows,
ol Bellows Fulls, Vi, son of Gen. Bonjomin Lel.
lows, fonuder of Walpole, N, 1L, pgramdlson of
Jobn Bellows., who emigrated from London on the
sbip ** Hopewell,™" in 1655, |
C ML W, Danliang, the subjeel proper of this hio-
grapbical skelch, received his primary edneation in
the sebouls of his native township, sapplemended by
a conrse in Lhe acadewies of Batavin and Elgin, and
at Wheaton College,  He carly aequired the habil of
sell-relinnee, sonecessury losnecess.  From the agn
of lifteen, bis father's lurge farm was largely nndor
his direction and munagement, and, npon  his
futher’s death. in 1503, the bowestend was left by
will to hisn.  Hoere he has confinned to live to the
present time, waking e many vast changes that
have taken place in the growth and geveral im.
provemenl of the uld Lowe place. The original
farm consisied of about 300 acres, with buildings
of woderale dimensions.  Now ** Oaklawn Farm "
bas, by repeatedd aecessions. extended its borders

'J é.nuary 199L

The firiouess amd sivength of characier inker-
ited from his futber, in an intensified degree.

-l nnited with a phenomens] pertinacily o@ purpose,
o well fittd M. W. Dunhamn for the successful

direction of any bnsiness: bul an especial love for
and a natural talent in the jndgment of horses |
bas. undonbiwdly, contributed largely toward bis |
noprecwlental sueress in his chosen busingzs, and !
placed L on the top rung of the Jadder among |
the suceezsful brewders of fiue stock in ibis coun- |
trr. sl e is cortainly more widely koown Lban |
any abhier slock brecder in Ameriea, i
The greal improvement bronght about in the |
draft  burses of 1his conntry during the past
treeniy years ix lorgely due lo M. W. Dunham's
untiring encrgy and good jndgment, be having
imported from France during that time over two
thousand of the best specimens of ihe Percheron
breed to be found in that country, in addition to
which he is constantly Lreeding from bis stud of
over two hundred imporied mares. i
His unswerving devotion to his business and i
_unjmpeachable integrity, coupled with an estab-
lished reputation for bandling nothing -but the
Lest, Las earned for bim (be gratitnde of the |
French as well s the American people: and in the !
old distriet of the Perche, in Franco, the nawe l?f i
Mark Dunbam is truly a household word. apd his ]

! extended acquaintance among the best we

it consints of 1.200 broad acres, thoroughly
A.of west Tertile and highly improved Iand, |
crossed al convenient distanees by fine graveled -
ronds.  The estale is dolted with a numwber of |
commudions dwelling bonses for the aceommodn. |
tion of rmployes. while the large barns and well: |
appointed stubles have a eapacity for properly and
convenienily varing for abont 300 borses.  In fact
it is generally known and recognized as the largest
st finest establishment of the kind in {he world,
Qo the opposite side of the rowml, a few hun-
dred vards distant frow {he old fanw dwelling of |
Mr. Solomon Dunbam, is located the family resi.
dence of M W. Dunham. a large mansion. It is
built of white hrick with stone triromings in the
Norman-Gothic style of architecture of the French
chateau type, and is one of the finest farm resi.
dences, if not the finest, in the State of Illinois.
The mansion from witboul presents an imposing |
appearance, with its Norman battlements and |
Gothic towers and turrets. It is situated on a
gently sloping eminence, having as 2 backgronund
a besutiful natural grove to the north and west.
It is surrounded by thirty-five acres of handsomely
ornamented grounds, abounding with shrubs and

flowers, anil inlerseelsl with grieefy) macudy |

! Mize)
Mo present seasen wil)

proh.
ahly soe these gronndsenlanged to 100 acres, mak
ingg il one of the Jargest amd finest private parks ir,
the conniry.  The plans Jor and {he #TIDZemen
of the apartments in the mansion wape made
wholly under the direetion of Mr. Dunbam g e
— . I3 . . v o

e wife, il with their fittings are models of |

Al Hl'lll (’l)l!\'l‘lli('lll‘l‘.

v Onklawn T is uoled for ils ]m:pita]il)‘, and to
every railrond brain {hal stops within a ile of jis
generuus doors has for years heen sent an ** Qak.
lawn ™" temn and r‘nrringmlocnrr‘_\' attests 1o and [ro,

The family consists of three bright aod inter.
esting ehildren, samed Wirlh Stewart Dunbam, .
boro Mareh ™, 1878; Bernieo Dupbam. bora Fab.
ruary 21, 1880, wd Belle Dunbam, born August
10. 1881. ]

ﬂ):lll:‘i mnl \\':I]li:ﬂ.

o of both |

France aud Amerien. whose contidence he fully
cnjors, has given bim an infuence that few men|
possvss. ) :
The creat infinence exerted hy this man with
o

the Erench Government on Iehalf of the breeders,
of Franey, fur tho improvement of the Pereberon
race, will pever be fully koown hwere, amd ennnot
be estimnted. It has united the Governmeuot
officials and the private Lreeders of that couotry
in barmonious efforts for progress, aml established
the standard of the Percheron breeding upon a
higber plane than thal of any other draft race in
the world.

Upassaming by aatare, with o desice for per-
sonal distinetion ont=ide of his Imsiness, Mr. Dnu-,
bam bas always declined political prominenen,
altbough flattering recognition of bix ability Imsi
repeatedly been tendered by his fellow cilizcns.l

! He bas preferred to seek aml varn eminence in bis
choser firld, and be has certuinly establizhed al
world-wide repmtation is one of the elearest-headed,
wost energetic and far.seeing of American stock
breeders, and won a snceess-aghich is as marked in
its line as are those uf Jay Gunkl or Vaoderhilt in |
railroading, or A. T.Slewart in the mereantile world. |

The obituary at right for
R. J. Dunham (1881-1948)

appeared in THE NEW YORK

TIMES Peb. 4, 1948.
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R. 7. DUNHAM DEAD,

LEADER IN CHICAGO

Former President of the Park
District-—-Onco.Wu Armour
Executive and Bank Aide

i Sparial 6 Tea Nrw Toux Towers

|

CHI(CAGO, Feb. 3 —Robert J

"‘Dunham »f Chicago, one-time pres- |

dent of the Chicags Park District, |
who waa formerly vice president of
Armour & Con., died vesterday in |
the Arizona Riltmore Hntal, Phee-:
‘nix, Artz.. where he znd his wt.'a.-.t
Mrs. Natalie Moorehaad Dunham |
had been living aincs Novembar
He was 71 vears old.

Born tn Chicage. Mr. Dunham
‘attended Harvard University and|
‘in 1897 became secretary of the|
.Dunkam Towing and Wreck
‘Company. Four yedra later he en- |
tered the vemsel brokerage and!
‘marine insurance business. Subsa-
tquently, he became president of the|
iShipowners Dry k Company
jand treasurer of the Western Cold
InStnuge Company.

. Mr. Dunham foined Armour &
Co. tn 1907, becoming aasist.
|ant tressursr in 1909 and socon
Aftrrward  vice president. While
'with Armour's he became director
of neveral banks, railroads and
other enterprises. He resigned|
from Armour's tn 1920,

i His first public office came when
he was named chairman nf the
illlnn:slgiar?erfan('y Relirf Commut-

~p 1N = # he L
o8 ie held the post until

When Chicago's twanty-two
$°PATALle park boards wyers consol-
wated m 1934, former Mavor Fd.
ward J Keily made Mr. Dunham a
member of the first board, He he. |
FAMe presmident and wan re-eeclad|
continuousiy until Mav, 1945, when !
he dechined hig fhirteenth term,’
‘Pleading advanced years and 1)
healr '

A Repurlican in carly lfe, Mr
%later hecame A Demoncrat
He gave h:s persnnal check for
S40 000 puaraniead $125 000 and
ralasd $150.000 th underwrite the
i940 Drmocratic Natioral Conven-
tion in hiragh. !

Mr Iinham was married |In
1388 tn Ethel L. Richardson. Thesy
had three children. Mrs. Dunham
ebtained a divorce April 19, 1922
ard on April 19, 1923, he marred
Fdith Prestan Drown of San Fran-
ico. who died March 13, 1941 |
He married  Natalie Mnrorhead!
in Phnenix on Marech 2R

Crosland

3 ._.r::' icagn, Mg Efze.’\n-.,
A. Throckmorten af Dundee, Iit |

and Mrs John B Hookos of Bur- |
iingame Caif a |
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THE YOUNGEST THEATRE-GOER

legardless of where they were living, Luther Ferrriss & Miriam Dunham
Ferriss (1874-1940)(10){(Deacon John 1, John 2, John 3, Ebenezer 4,
Ebenezer 5, Jonathan 6, Ralph 7, Francis S. 8, Samuel E. 9) always
visited Chicago regularly to see their relatives there, & of course
they took their daughter, Lillyn (called "Linnie") with them. Linnie
was about 3 years old in 1901 when her 2 young Dunham aunts, Rosa &
Edna, decided it would be nice to take Linnie along with them to the
theatre. Both these aunts were engaged, & perhaps they wanted to show
the young men what good mothers they would someday be, so what had
been originally planned as a foursome became a 5-some. Linnie got to
go to the show. It was a thrilling stage play in which, in the final
scene, the hero (whose name was remembered as "Curly Ballou®) stood on
a stairway, while the heroine cowered on the step just above him,.
Curly was protecting her. from the evil villains, & or 7 of them, whom
he was fighting off with a gorgeous display of swordsmanship. One af-
ter another, they fell to the floor below, after dropping their swords
when Curly gored them. This was Linnie's first experience of a stage
play of course, & she was absolutely entranced as she sat with her
aunts & their young men in the £front row of the theatre's balcony.
When the last of the villains lay inert on the stage & the hero turned
to embrace the hercoine, Linnie stoocd up & shouted, "Do it again! Do
it AGAIN!!" Perhaps the dramatic moment was spoiled. Her shout may
have distracted the audience. Certainly the other members of her
party were humiliated. Rosa swore she'd never take Linnie to the
theatre again, but Edna came to view the incident as funny. (To p. 4)

B R N —
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YOUNGEST THEATRE-GOER (from p. 3) While
no photograph was taken on that day,
Linnie's daughter (now Phyllis Kitson)
managed to assemble some pictures of the
people in the anecdote as they looked
about that time -- including the matinee
idol, not "Curly Ballou" but Kyrle Bellew
(1857-1911), from a library book on ear-
lier theatrical personalities. The
rhotographs on page 3 are: Linnie
Ferriss at age 3; Edna Dunham with
her fiance, Edgar Boone (whom she
did not marry}); & (inset) Rosa
Dunham.

KyrLe BELLEW. ca. 1897,

CHARLES F. DUNHAM OF EATON COUNTY, MICHIGAN

We thank Pat Dunham, Fortuna, CA, for this biographical sketch of
Charles F. Dunham (1858-1943){8){Deacon John 1, Joseph 2, Micaiah 3,
Micaiah 4, David 5, Aaron 6, John M. 7), an ancestor of Pat's husband,
Dallas J. Dunham. The sketch is from THE HISTORY OF EATON COUNTY (MI):
*CEARLES F. DUNHAM owns a good farm in Section 6, Roxand Twp, & has
here made his home from the time of his birth. He was born on this

_—homestead Mar. 4, 1858 & is the son of John M. & Ann (VanWinkle) Dun-

1am, the former of whom was born in Marcellus, Onondaga Co., NY, Aug,.
6, 1822, & the latter of whom was born in Cayuga Co., NY July 14,
1828. Both passed the closing years of their lives on the farm now
owned by the subiect of this sketch, the mother having passed away
Dec. 20, 1892, & the father Dec. 29, 18%7. Jchn M. Dunham (to page 5)
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CHARLES F. DUNHAM (from p. 4) was a son of Aaron & Mehitable (Wood)
Dunham, who were natives of the state of Vermont & who removed from
{ew York to Ohio when their son John was a child, becoming pioneers of
the old Buckeye State, where they passed the remainder of their lives,
having become parents of 17 children. John M. Dunham was reared &
educated in Ohio, where his marriage was solemnized & where he became
the owner of a small farm. In 1852 he removed to Indiana, where he
remained until 1854, when he came to Michigan, first locating in Ionia
County, whence he came toc Eaton County in 1856, buying 40 acres of
wild land & later adding 80 acres, of which tract he was finally
compelled to dispose, his impaired health rendering it impossible for
him to care for the same & make it profitable as an investment. He
reclaimed his original farm from the forest, his first dwelling having
been a log cabin, which he later replaced with the frame residence in
which his son Charles, of this sketch, now lives. He made the trip to
Michigan from Indiana with wagons & ox teams, & he continued to use
oxen in the work of the farm for many yvears. In politics he was ori-
ginally a Whig, transferring his allegiance to the Republican party at
the time of its organization, supporting the Greenback party during
the period of its exXistence, & having been a Populist at the time of
his death. He was a man of well-fortified opinions & always showed
the courage of his convictions, though reserved & unassuming. He read
widely & with discrimination & was a man of broad information, being
at all times the advocate of those measurees which make for the ame-
lioration of the oppressed in all relations of life. 1In religious
matters his views were in harmony with the basic tenets of the Spirit-
valistic views, & he followed the dictates of his conscience at all

~ <imes, being tolerant & kindly & ever commanding the respect & esteem
of those with whom he came in contact. Of the 9 children of this
sterling pioneer, the following data are incorporated: JAMES W. is a
farmer of Roxand Twp; JULIA M. is the wife of William Hickock of Port-
land, Mich.; JOHN B. is a stone mason & resides in Sunfield Village;
CAROLINE is the wife of Alvin Hyde of Sunfield Village; ALINDA became
the wife of Benjamin Reader & is now deceased; SILAS F. resides in
the village of Sunfield; GEORGE B. in the city of Kalamazoo; & ROZELLA
J. 1s the wife of William Gardiner of Sunfield. CHARLES F. DUNHAM
was reared on the farm which is now his home, & his educational ad-
vantages were those afforded in the district school. He has been
identified with the work of this farm from his youth up & came into
possession of the property before the death of his father. He is
worthily upholding the prestige of the honored family name & is one of
the highly esteemed citizens of his native township. In politics he
votes in accord with his convictions, being an uncompromising foe of
the liguor traffic, & thus giving his support to the Prohibition
party. He is affiliated with the lodge of Free & Accepted Masons in
the village of Mulliken, & of the Order of the Eastern Star, of which
Mrs. Dunham is also a member. Feb. 22, 1882, Mr. Dunham was united
in marriage to Miss Nettie Hough, who was born in Ohio Nov. 15, 18--,
being a daughter of George & Elizabeth (Kagey) Hough, both of whom
were born in Chio, & the former of whom died in the village of Sun-
field May 27, 1897. His widow still maintains her home in Sunfield.
....Mr. & Mrs. Dunham have had 2 children, CALLIE F., born Oct. 13,

- 1884, & who died at the age of 7 years; & ELDRON F., who was born
‘ebruary 7, 1887, & who is attending schools in Sunfield."

NOTE: The above account was shortened slightly in order to fit it
into our space restrictions.




