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Crimes of yesteryears
- ‘reported

Details sometimes I acking

How crime reporting has changed over the years is nicely illustrated

by a couple of newspaper clippings included in this issue of DD. The

first, an extremely enigmatic account from 1877, comes to us via the

sharp eyes of P. C. Alger, Derry, NH. She found this Dunham reference

in the MADISON (NY?) OBSERVER, date of Dec. 19, 1877:

iy 3 t It seems that none of the usual journalistic

u:muxuqx»m;waamwaiuum-u:questions (Who? What? Where? When? How? & Why?)
wow ia the Whird weok ut lis Mutng, omwith- are satisfied by the article. WHO was "Young
ssoding bolldey week, Lam week Mondsy Bunpape?  The omission of his lst name cannot
he crimlual Lusioues mes ot T have been an attempt (as might be done today)

| Tax County Count.~Tue Dueaembor tvrm

Court ls yvt engeged ta dispustog of It Tha to

vl of ysuog Dumbsm_utcupld some loar

days of [agt wee'E, aud Deoaght all Merrillacille
10 the cvaaty ecst. Tha trial of Elwaod, for
sitsmpllog 10 bura the baro of J. M. Wilsoa,
Bay, of Biochbrilge, occupled comstdatable
time, snd resulted (0 & verdlot of gulily yester-
dey sfteroaun. The Loury lhus colored apus
the (ris) of Ambrose Lipe, for & deadly assault

mask his identity because of his tender years;
they DID report his surname. WHAT had he done
that brought about his appearance before the
County Court? It must have been considered
juicy, outrageous, or both, to have brought an
entire town (even a small one!) into the county

apon Nagcy Marey, st arid, leat summer.— | S€3EC (Wampsville?) to attend the trial. The pa-
Tlla casa ts on (risl 88 we go (s press. The per does report that the trial lasted 4 days,
*ﬂﬂ'me““¥'"“‘mmfrm“”“nibut it doesn't even say what the outcome was.
t:i:.':::x::::‘mm""f gty " Amazing!! It is just possible that a more ful-
: some account of the same trial would have been
reported elsewhere in this paper, as we note, in the very next column,
there was a brief article relating further particulars of the case
against James Elwood (mentioned here following the report on the Dun-
ham case). Would a second look at this paper (or the issue preceeding
it) provide more detail as to just which Dunham this was, how "young"
he was, what he had been accused of, & whether or not he was found
guilty? If more can be learned about this matter, DD would like to
know, Page 2 is devoted to a partial report of a more recent crime
in a HARTFORD (CT) POST, Mar. 31, 1914 front page story, complete with
drawings of the principals (the "No cameras in court" ruling wasn't
even challenged then). Chauncey Hovey, the extortionist (We dispute
the POST's choice of the word BLACKMAILER) called himself "Flying Ar-
row” when he tried to shake down Sylvester C. Dunham (1846-1915)(9)
(Deacon John 1, John 2, John 3, Ebenezer 4, Ebenezer 5, Jonathan 6,
Ralph 7, Jonathan L. 8), who was the 2nd president of the Travelers
Insurance Co. Though we don't have the complete article, it is clear
that a touch of sensationalism had crept into the 1914 reporting. It
concerned a threat to a prominent citizen, a desperate criminal, & ef-
fective police work; the paper was milking the story for all it was
worth! Detective Sgt. Melburger is resolute, but Chauncey Hovey hard-
ly looks like a Flying Arrow, does he? Of course, these clippings do
more than reflect the differences in crime reporting of these eras --
which we can also compare with today's approach. They have {to p. 3)
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tTiminal justice sSystem, tono. Earlier policing agencies seemed very
fficient in catching the ¢riminals & in meting out the justice. Na-
urally, they were much better able to do so when the instances of
crime were relatively rars, NOTE: Why the POS5T used the drawing of
Donald Dunham rather than one of his father, Sylvester C. Dunham,
isn't clear. Perhaps 5. C.'s picture appeared in the part of the page

CRIMES OF YESTERYEARS (from p. 1) a bit to say about changes in the
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rhat we don't have. This piece of family memorabilia has been in the
archive for so long that the name of the provider has been forgotten.
(Sorry.)

WE'RE DELIGHTED TO HAVE this contemporary photo of the family of Wil-
liam Beatty Donham & Gladys (Howe} Donham of Houston, TX. To aveid
possibil:tias of a mixup, we'll use Gladys' own explanation of who 1is
where. William Beatty Donham is a descendant of the line of Jonathan
Donham from Ireland. This line was organized in genealogical form in
1913 by Thomas J. Donham (July 1991 DD), its origins being surrounded
FEEE ' by =ven more
mystifying
mists than is
the case with
most lines,
{This involved
the Z brothers
who quarreled,
changed the
spellings of
their names so
they would be
different, &
separated, the
one goling
north & the
other going
south. First
name of neil-
ther brother
1s now known. |

THE DONHAM"S OF TEXAS.

l1st row half face.Robert Michael Donham.socn of

Wm B and Gladys M Donham. We call him Michael.

Christopher Richard Kerr, son of Deborah D Donham Kerr

2nd row. Blonde boy. Michael Andrew Kerr son of Deborah.

Gladys M Howe Donham holding Courtney Michelle Donham Wilkerson

Far left in white; Deborah Denice Donham Kerr. My daughter,

Arlene (Sophie) Donham. Michael's Wife. Girl in white/ Channelle
Donham, Next to her Dustin Troy Donham/ children of Micheal & Sophie
D—wam.Tina MichelleDonham Wilkerson. Daughter of my scon Micheal &

1 wife Dianne. Mother of Courtney.

Lady at far right/ Vivien Dora Donham.Sister of my husband Wm B Donhamnm
Face between Sophie & Channelle. James Wilkerson,Tina's Husband.Courtney's father
Tall man at back; William Beatty Donham; Husband to me. Gladys.

Father to Robert (Michael) Donham. and Deborah Donham Kerr

Wm B Donham 11 (Billy) not home for Xmas;

Brother to Vivien Dora Donham;
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IN THE JANUARY '94 DD we published an account from the HISTORY OF
EATON COUNTY (MI), which was sent in by Pat Dunham of Fortuna, CA.
The article pertained to Charles F. Dunham (1858-1942)(8){Deacon Jochn
1, Joseph 2, Micaiah 3, Micaiah 4, David 5, Aaron 6, John M. 7). Pat
also sent this interesting family photo of Charles F. & his 8 sib-
lings. The names don't correspond exactly with those recorded 1in the
Eaton Co. history, but this is how they are identified: SEATED (1l to
r): James W., John B., George B., Elmer ((Silas F.?)}, & Charles F.
STANDING: Carrie ({Caroline)), Mary {(({Alinda?)), Minonie ((Julia M.
7Y}, & Rose ({Rkozella J.)}). Perhaps the HISTORY was published about
1900; by the time 1t came out, Alinda ({(Mary7)}), then Mrs. Benjamin
Reader, had died, & even young Rozella was married & was Mrs. William

Gardiner.

DUNHAM DISPATCH
Mrs. Phyllis 5. Kitson, Ed4.
711 Kensington Avenue
Flint, Michigan 48503
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Mugusta Emmons, Oldest
heatre Operator in New.
England, Dies May 21

" Mrs. Augusta L. Emmons, 87,
died at Copley Hospital’ Tuesday
morning, May 21, following an
earlier stroke.

She was born in Morrisville on
Dec. 21, 1875, the daughter of Ed-
ward J. and Sophia (Burke) Dun-
ham. In 1898 Gussie, as she was
known by family and friends,
married Leon C, Emmons, ’

Until the death of her husband
in 1936, they built and operatcd
the Bijou Theatre. Following this
Mrs. Emmons and her late son
Lynwood continued the business.
Her cntire life has been spent in
the theatre, bringing enjoyment
gnd entertainment to many. Mrs.
Emmons was the oldest indepen-
dent theatre exhibitor In New
England, operating the- business
for 61 ycars.

They had 6 children, 2 sons died
in infancy and one, Lynwood, in
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FROM MRS. ARTHUR (Joan) Dunham, Gainesville,
FL, we have this May 23, 1963 obituary from

the Morrisville, VT NEWS-CITIZEN. It con-
cerns Augusta (Dunham) Emmons (1875-1963){4)
(Edwin 1, John E. 2, Edward J. 3). Augusta

was the first cousin of Arthur Dunham's
grandfather, & she appears to have been a
very active & interesting woman. The line
of Arthur Dunham (6th generation) is: Edwin
1, John E. 2, Guy B. 3, George E. 4, A. Guy
5. John E. (2) was born in Charlestown, MA
in 1803, the son of Edwin & Sally (7) Dun-
ham. We wonder if Charlestown records might
reveal the date of death of Edwin Dunham &
anything further about him. More recent re-
cords for this family are so very well docu~
mented, & it is too bad that the line has to
Stop so abruptly with Edwin. Another slight
pogsibility is that some of Augusta's de-
scendants (menticned in the obituary)} might
have some vital piece of information that
could unlock the nmystery.

1959. Two surviving sons, Edward
and Elwood, and onc daughter,
Mrs. Katrine P. Melvin, reside in
Morrisviile. She has 14 grandchil-
dren, 26 great-grandchildren and
two great-great-grandchildren,

Mrs. Emmons was a member of
the Universalist Church, past
State President of the Sons of
Union Veterans Auxilary, past
president of the Morrisvile Wom-
ens’ Relief Corps and a member
of the Ladies Sewing Clrcle of the
Universalist Charch.

Funeral services will be held
Friday at 2 o'clock in the after-
noon in the Unlversalist Church,
The - Rev. Frank Slockwell will
offictate.

Burial will be in Riverside
Cemetery. Friends may call at the
Emmons house on Park Street,
until the hour of the funeral.

The White Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements.
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RIGHT: From Sophie Dunham
Moore's JACOB DUNHAM GENEALOGY
we have this photo of Jacob
Dunham himself. Jacob, who
helonged to the 6th generation
in America, had this ancestral

line: Deacon John 1, Rev. Jona-
than 2, Daniel 3, Jacob 4,

Eben=zer 5. Jacob's wife was

Carherine 5nhew. They moved
from Mayfield, NY to Michligan
ibout 183% § settled in High-
and Tnev had a family of

= ':hi ldl en.

JACOB DUNHAM
(1788--1881)
Pioneer settler in Michigan.



