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Issue 3 15 July 2015 Volume 12
To the members of Dunharingletary Family Connections:

The brmat and scope of this issue thfe quarterly newslettewill be a little different than
usual. First, it contains only the report on my research in England from Ji2& 2015; and
second there is no letter from our President, Jeff Dunham. We will revert to the usual format
for the 15 October issue. lant to extend my sincere thanks to all the members who
supported my research trip with financial donations. This allowed me to stay the extra ten days
in England after my tour was over. It was an incredible experience and | hope that my report in
this issue will give all of you a feel for the places | visited wleeneDunham ancestoig/ed and
workedover 400 years ago.

| also want to thank Mary Wooldridge of the Bedfordshire Family History Society who helped
me with the research on the Bedfordshiparishes and also assisted greatly in deciphering
some of the old script from the early records. Mary also helped me go through the old Court
Rolls of Pirton looking for the first instance of the Dunham name.

As some of you know MArthur Dunham of Dustable, Bedfordshire, England participated in
the Dunham DNA testing program and hishifomosome results matched the proven
descendants of Deacon John Dunham who is the ancestor who came to America. It is fairly
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ongoing to prove this connection. Since my experience in Bedfordshire working with the parish
registers, | think we should be able to achieve this goal. | met Arthur Dunham and his daughter
Julie Dennisoat their home in Dunstable. Please see the photo of Arthur, Julie and myself on
the last page of this newsletter.

Again, | want to thank you for your support of my research. We have a category on the web
page atwww.dunhamsingletary.orgor research donations and | hope that you will continue
to contribute to the ongoing research which is one of the goals of this organization.

Gratia Dunham Mahony, Editor


http://www.dunham-singletary.org/

Report on my Research Trip to England
By Gratia Dunham Mahony

From June 19 to June 29 | was in Bedfordshire England researching the ancestry of Deacon
John Dunham who is the ancestor of many of the members of Durthiagietary Family
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Richard Dunham; and to learn how John Dunham became involved with the Henlow families
who sailed to America ofhe Mayflowerin 1620. The ability to actually be in the
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire villages where the Dunhams lived over 400ag@aiEded my
ability to understand the movements of the family.

What impressed me the most was just how close together all the nucleated villages are to one
another, and how relatively few families lived within their bounds. The county boundary
betweenHertfordshire and Bedfordshire runs between Pirton (in Hertfordshire) and Shillington,
Henlow, Arlesey and Stotfold (all in Bedfordshire). The countryside was beautiful with rolling
hills covered with ripening hay and grain. The houses in these vidkaged| quite close
together, often even attached, and the lot sizes are small. Old historic houses are located next
to newer homes but the general look of the villages was neat and clean with flowers growing in
nearly every front garden. Itis the cost in England to reserve space to park ones car
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park covered in gravel or a hard surface.

The country roads are extremely narrow, and probably follow old carswaythey are not
straight. Shoulders along the side of these roads are nonexistent and the edge of the road is
often considerably higher than the road bed, and often covered with hedges growing all along
the side of the road. For me, driving on the kgfle of the road, and the narrowness of the
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cuts, and so got my deposit back!

Another thing that strikes the visitor to Bedfordshire immediately is the tlaat even today
the fields surround the villages, and few farm houses are located in the countryside. The size of
the fields is likely larger due to the fact that fields have been combined under one ownership,
and the ridge and furrow system is no longeuuse. Most fields are still surrounded by hedge
rows and groups of trees dot the area, although | saw no major wooded areas in Bedfordshire.

The following pages will describe villages lived in by the Dunhams, beginning with Pirton. |
would urge readrs to refer to an earlier article that appeared in the 15 October, 2013 issue of
DSFC on pages/dentitled Seventh Century Pirton. | hope the map on the following page will
give you some idea of the size and location of these villages. UnfortunageBatfish Registers
do not extend back far enough in time to allow us to reach back much further but | hope that
knowledge of these villages will allow you to learn something more about our Dunham
ancestors and their lives 400 years ago.



Pirton a Villag in Hertfordshire

An archealogical project was conducted in Pirton between 20071 and the work was done by a
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project was done under the diction of Carenza Lewis and the following information is from her report
on Pirton Digs.
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strongly indicating the presence of settlement of later ARgklxon in this area. A large number of
pottery finds from pits also showed evidence of activilgting between 1104400 AD. This large
number indicate a dramatic expansion of activity following the Norman Conquest. The amount of
pottery shards from the mid eleventh to mid fourteenth century suggest that the village was densely
settled. In the pet fourteenth century there is a dramatic drop off in the volume of post fourteenth
century pottery. This suggests a considerable drop off in the population possibly the result of epidemics
of plague. There may have been only five small clusters of ationpleft in Pirton. Based on the
evidence recovery does not seem to have been established until the seventeenth century. An area of
excavation immediately west of the Toot Hill medieval motte confirmed that this part of the settlement
came into existace in the twelfth century near the time when the castle was built. This was not a stone
castle but probably a timber tower built by Alan or Gerard de Limesy, who were the son and grandson of
the Norman knight Ralph de Limesy. Ralph de Limesy had bemnded with a number of parcels of
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Even on this June day when | climbed to the top of the hill (Toot Hill means look out) | could see a long
distance in all directions, although the view tgdia obstructed by houses and treed.he Icknield Way
passed directly through Pirton, coming in from the southwest and going around the motte and bailey
and then splitting off toward Hitchin and Letchworth. The Icknield Way was built by the Romans but
includes parts of even more ancient track ways.

The village of Pirton comprises a triangular shaped village in the center surrounded by a large area of
open fields. The large earth mound (the motte) with a wdikked ditch and two outer defense areas
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the now deserted part of the ancient villagé Pirton. Long depressions are visible which were the
streets of the old village, and the low rises of ground were the home sites.

The old original manor of Pirton, awarded to Ralph de Limesy, was eventually divided into three manors.
These were the ntors of Pirton, Doddingselles and Rectory. Rectory Manor was created by Ralph de
Limesy when he granted the church at Pirton to the Priory of St. Mary at Hertford. The manor house,
known as Rectory Farm has been extensively altered in the eighteenthimetéenth centuries, but is

still an impressive building. The remainder of the original manor was divided between two Oddingselles
sons in the thirteenth century. William Oddingselles took the portion including the old Manor house
(now known as Docwra mar) which was called the Manor of Pirton. Hugh Oddingselles took the

portion now known as Doddingselles. This included Burge End and Hammonds Farms. Eaton College
bought the Manor of Doddingselles in 1516 and the land and property was leased to lwnatiste
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Docwra Manor (manor house of Pirton)


http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM8KQD_Pirton_Grange_Farm_Shillington_Road_Pirton_Hertfordshire_UK

Hammond Farm (Manor house of Doddingséllesated at Burge End

The Lord of the Manor had a right to hold a court for his tenants and the business of ther wmas
transacted at these courts and recorded in the court rolls. The Court Leet was concerned with persons,
their appointments within the manor and also their punishments. The Court Baron dealt with property,
the setting of rents and the leasing of thand the settlement of disputes. The decisions of the manor
O2dzNlia ¢6SNB 1y2¢6y a a/dzad2YFfaéd IyR (KS& NBO2NR
¢tKSe INB OFfftSR aiKS O2dzNI NRffaéod

When these courts were called twelve men fromthe todla)S F NBR (G2 d2dz2NBé¢ GKS 0 dz
These twelve men were listed near the beginning of the roll. The names of the men who did not or
could not attend a particular court were also listed as these men were fined for not attending. Some of
these cout rolls still exist and these are held at the Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies at the
County Hall in Hertford. | went to these archives to look at some of the court rolls dating in the 1500s.
The rolls are in medieval Latin, and the writing fiidilt to read, however | took a photo of them and

Mary Wooldridge will attempt to translate parts of them. The value of seeing these rolls was to see if
the name Dunham appeared in any of them, either as a selected jury man or in the body of the
documen. Gradually over the years some land became freehold and the remainder was copyhold.
Copyhold tenure meant that when the lord of the manor leased his land, a copy of the terms of leasing
had to be written in the Manor Court Rolls.



