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CHROSTIMA S
GCREETDINGS

A MEMORABLE CHRISTMAS DINNER
P. S. K.
My great aunt, Rosa Dunham Sims
(1881-1952)(10) (Deacon John 1,
John 2, John 3, Ebenezer 4, !
Ebenezer 5, Jonathan 6, Ralaph
7, Francis S. 8, Samuel E. 9) &
her husband, Great Uncle Billy, |
always invited our small branch
of the family for Christmas
dinner. It wasns't a big group: |
her brother & his wife; her |
sister & her husband, their i
daughter & her husband, & their
a daughter (Phyllis). To this,
° add Billy & Rosa's son, Edward, |
a young man in his 20's -- 10
in all. Aunt Rosa's house was large & beautiful, white with a wrap-
around porch & all sorts of interesting nooks & crannies (though I'm
nat certain there were actually any crannies) throughout the house.
Aunt Rosa had a full-time maid, Joan, to serve the always-delicious
Christmas feast. For a child these gatherings were not very ;
interesting, I must admit. There was never anyone my own age to talk '
to, & often I would have preferred to stay at home with my new toys on |
the holiday. However, there was one Christmas dinner there that was
interesting enough to remember, even after all these years. Say it '
was 1935, because it probably was. 1934, at the earliest. Christmas
dinner included a large turkey, of course, which Joan brought in from
the big kitchen when Aunt Rosa rang for it. (There was a small button
on the flor beneath her chair at the dining room table. It was imbed-
ded in the soft green carpet, & when Aunt Rosa stepped on it, it rang
a bell in the kitchen which couldn't be heard in the dining room.) |

December 1993

Joan set the platter in front of Uncle Bill, & after grace was said,

he proceeded to carve the bird. Being hungry, the whole group was
watching, watching as he made a rather inept attempt to carve it, &

then a more determined attempt. Then we all watched in horror as the
turkey skidded off the platter & landed on the floor. Uncle Bill was
mightily embarrassed, his face reddening a to grape-~like color, but

Aunt Rosa was imperturbable. She rang the little bell, & when Joan
appeared Aunt Rosa said to her, "We've had a little accident. Please
pick up the turkey & take it to the kitchen, & bring in the OTHER
turkey." Joan understood perfectly. There was only a small delay /

before we all had dinpner.
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M. and Ms. Robér,;S. Dunham to Reside in St. Louis, Mo.

DUNHAM-DELANEY WEDDING PARTY Photo byHarold Gray, Watertown
Mr. ard Mrs, Robert S. Dunham | Miss Mary Delaner, daughter of Dr./home at 1128 Louisville Avenue, St. Falls; Robert Delaney and Willlam
aIe on a Wwedding trip in the Ozark |spd Mrs. W, A. Delaney. Mr, Dun- | Lou':, Mo., after October 1. Delaney, Mitehell; Miss Betty Frei,

< i ar ; g ’ Wagner; Miss Patricia Delaney, Miss
mountains following their marr:aze |ham is the son of Mr, and Mrs.j Members of the bridal party were Faith Bauman, Onida: Miss Nan-

here oa September 3, at St Joseph's | Frederick Dunham of Sioux Falls, | Richard Porter, Aberdeen, Tony Moe, ] nette Delapey and Miss Betty Beck-
chapel. Mrs. Dunham was formerly | The young couple will maks thelr | Sloux City, Ia.; John Dunham, Sioux | witk and Shelia Delaney, Mitchell
MARILYN ROTH SENDS this clipping from the Mitchell, SD DAILY REPUBLI-
CAN about a Dunham wedding. She doesn't know the ancestry of Frede-
rick Dunham, father of the groom, nor the date of the photograph. She
speculates rhat it dates from the 1930's, a theory which she supports
with the dates of death of the bride's parents, 1955 & 1965.
ADVENTURES IN EARLY IDAHC PART II. When morning came the group obreak-
fasted, & Dunham rode off to rejoin his family, his partners, & his
employees. The meeting with the strangers had been such a pleasant
one that he told his friends about it, but their reaction wasn't guits
what he had expected. When he described his chance friends, everyone's
eves grew round; their jaws dropped. "Do you know who thoss men WERE?"
they wanted to know. It seems they were a famous band of outlaws --
the Yandell brothers? Yancey brothers? Something like rthat. (Samuel's
gr2at granddauvgnter never did get the mame sxtraight!; They had just
ommltted a4 bilg robbery & had eluded the posse that pursued them.
Dunham could hardily peli=ve 1%. "They were the nicesrt bunch of fel-
lows you «<anld ever w@ant to meet!" he insizt=3,. The quesction arises
43 to why 1% was rthat 3amuel Sunbham was alicwed to l=ave {(cont'd p. 3}




DUNHAM DISPATCH December 1993 Page 3

EARLY IDAHO (from p. 2} that campsite with all his money. His compa-
nions knew he had it; he had TOLD them. He was a small man, & they
could so easily have killed him, with no one the wiser. (They had
tilled before!) The answer must be that they liked him. He was a
very genuine kind of man, natural & honest & open. Perhaps the out-
laws respected the trust he had put in them. Regardless of the
reason, it may be that Samuel Dunham's life was 1n greater danger on
another occasion when he arrived at a work-camp in the middle of the
night in a Thanksgiving day snowstorm. On that night his son-in-law
supposed that a bear was trying te get in their tent, & he was all set
to shoot it until the "bear," standing on its hindlegs, inquired, "Is
that you, Bud?" The time spent in Idaho was a kind of magical idyll
to Dunham's children, & like most such periods, it was brief. The
Cottonwood Packing Co. was sold, & eventually became the Cudahay Pack-
ing Co. The Chicagoans returned to Chicago, with their souvenirs &
their memories that always lit up their eyes whenever they talked
about their days "out,gﬁﬁt,j_ D
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A VIEW OF THE TOWN OF COTTONWOOD, ID, in its building stages. Edna,
Miriam & Rosa Dunham are #s 2, 3 & 4. Bud Ferriss, Miriam's husband,
is # 5. Photo taken in June, 1895. Shown are the power house, the
‘o0l house, the granary, & the ice house. You'd wonder where they
found the lumber to build these structures, when the surrounding
countryside seemns to be totally barren of forests.
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-7 obliuary, y i

i Died at her homé In Rome, Thuredsy
evening, Jan. 12, Martha Dunh
wife of John E. . :

¢ The funeral washeld at her jate residence,

; about three miles north of Rome, on Sun:

1day. Mrs. D, was bornih Cleshire, Berk-

| shire county, Maaa,, June 8, 1825, Bhe was:

a graduate of Maplewood Seminary, Pitts.

field, Masa!, and go high did she stand both

in her social inflnence and in her acholar-
ship that che wag urgently nsked to remain
in the school as u teacher. She was the
daughter of the late Samuel Smi

S8he wad a refined, igent, Christian

woman of high culture, and the well quali-

fied head of a'family wiich she had reared
and tanght in the true princlples of life, To
her husband she was a constant adviser and
counsellor. To her children she was as
once a cherished in’:ot.b:ﬁ snd a plmsantd com-
paunion, entering into their joys and sor-
rows with a heart one with Lheirz. yﬂTo all the
memory of her life will still be left, and its

uiet lnfluence for good at home and upon

. those near friends who were nasociated with

* her, can never dle. The of her In.

- fluence was of that qulet and loving kind
which blessed’ {ts recipient without hia

“knowing that any gmnre was  belng
brought to bear upon Her illness waa

short, but ecevere, She was,

?erfect health up o Saturda

(75 at that timo-taken sudden

!

in
morning, Jan.
y ill, che gra

:uslly worse, all that medical skill
, could So failing to relieve her, until death
- ended her suffering on Thursday eveniag,
Jan. 12, at 8 o Her iﬁm wai
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marked throughout with the greatest pa-
resignstion, and when death

withs care for thoee left behind.”, The funer-
al services were conducted by Rev. H. Eﬁ
Peabody, of the Baptist Church, of whi

church ghe was 2 member. Mr, P. spoke
of the quiet %mmeﬂy character,
and Chrisitian co. cy of the one who
sleeps, and of the domestic and neighborly
graces which endeared her to the hearts of
many friends. Her remaina were laid to
rest 1u Lee Centre, in a brick sarcophagus.
Evergreens were strewn over the upturned
earth, and the grave was beautifully lined
with the same. “This 1ast duty, like 8ll, was
done by loving hands, prompted by stll
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DUNHAN &
THE CABIN CF JOEN M. DUNHEAM (1822-1237'(7:{Deacon John 1, Jaoszeph 2,
Micaiahh 2, Mirairah 4, David %, &aron 6! was=s built ca., 18%7 1n Icn:a
County, Michigan. Acfter 1838, when the Chesapeake & “hic Railroad
came tThrough, 1t becTams necessary Lo movs John's cabin, evidently o
nearnsy Eaton County. The fam:ily pilctured 1n frent of the calxia is
that of John's son, James W. Dunnam. The parents appesr o b2 oa the
right: Jamez N. Dunham ‘b. 18456} & his wife, Laura aap {(o. 182%3.. On
the le2ft are their childran: Lula Ann (b. 1579:; Narhan {3. 187%%,
s2ated; Watild (. 1883); Burr {(b. 1880); & tias C. i) 1339:¢ This
caotograph may now be just aboutr 190 vesars 3 to Zat
Cunham, Forcunma, CA, who sent this vintage
Frinted i1n rthe once-popular
postcard format Ya fashion we
wizh would come sack intno
vogue ), this picture zhows
Samu=: E, Dunham {(18%0-1%i%.,
profagonists nf rthne "Advantuces
1IN Eariy Idaho™ article, with
his grapdson, edward Sims
(1917 -13¢2), whn 2z mentioasd
1 the "Mamorabis Thristmas
Tlaner" articl2 on page 1
The phortd was n3ads ip Chicago
in 1914 )




