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cADVENTURE IN EARLY IDAHO

cOTTONWOq,

THE HUB OF THE CAMAS PRAIRIE

AN,

IDAHO COUNTY, IDAHG,

..+ AND THE...

e Nez Percez Reservation.

HOMES For IMMIGRANTS,
GOLD ForR MINERS AND PROSPEGCTORS,
AND GRAND OPPORTUNITIES For CAPITALISTS,
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For most of his adult life, Samuel E. Dunham (1850-1915)(9){Deacon E
John 1, John 2, John 3, Ebenezer 4, Ebenezer 5, Jonathan 6, Ralph 7, i
Francis S. 8) was a commodities trader in Chicago -- not a particular-
ly exciting or dangerous career. However, there was one brief chapter
in his life that was different. With a group of Chicago businessmen
he invested in land in Idaho, on the Camas Prairie & near the Snake
River. The idea behind this investment was that gold could be found
on this land, & the Chicagoans were gung-ho about the project. Some
even decided to settle out there & take their families. This was in
1894, so Samuel was not a young man at the time -- 44, but he was game
tor the adventure, & with a few others, the Dunhams set out for the
west. Loads of heavy mining equipment went with the travelers, & they
also brought a2 horse with them. People thought they were insane to
. ship a HORSE to IDAHC, where horses were plentiful, but if they took
. that horse with them, they could get a much better raiiroad rate, as

settlers, so it wasn't as dumb a move as it appeared to be. Samuel
Dunham, his daughters & son-in-law, Bud Ferriss, were all crazy about
life in Idaho -~ his wife, less so. Once the mining operations began

life seemed very exciting. There WAS goid to be had, & fortunes to be
made. Enthusiasm mounted. There was, however, also a catch.{to p. 2)
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AVENTURE IN IDAHC (from p. 1) No socner had the Chicagoans begun to
realize their dreams than they learned about it: the land belonged to
the Nez Percez Indians, & they couldn't have a speck of the gold that
cthey mined. It must have been a great disappointment, but the group
wandled it well. They decided to make lemonade with their "lemon", to
continue building up the little town of Cottonwood that they had
founded, & to start up the Cottonwood Packing Co. For these opera-
tions, more capital was needed, & Samuel Dunham was chosen to go back
to Chicago to raise it. This he did, all aione, & he was similarly
alone, & loaded down with money, on the trip back to Idaho. Trans-
portation was minimal, of course. The Northern Pacific Railroad went
most of the way; then the traveler had to go on horseback a long ways
to the town of Cottonwood & the camp where the men were awaiting the
arrival of the payroll. All went well on the railroad trip; no out-
laws approached the train. It was a long, lonesome horseback ride
after that, & Dunham was glad when he saw, as night fell, a campfire
burning merrily not too far ahead on the trail. He was welcomed by
the several men who were sharing that campfiire, & he was glad to join
then. They were rough looking customers, but that was not unusual
in the West of the period, & the men were agreeable companions. They
had plenty to eat, & they shared stories & sang songs around the em-
bers of the fire. "Qh, Susannah!" was Dunham's favorite, & he added
to the evening's entertainment by doing a soft shoe dance, perhaps to
harmonica music. A good time was had by all. TO BE CONTINUED
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KAREN HILL had a
great idea: check-
ing out the NY
?IMES index for
obituaries for
persons named Dun-
ham, & she sent a
list of the 53 Dun-
ham entires she
found there. Here
1s the lst ocne we
read on microfilm,

dated Jan. 25, 1938.
Does anyone know how

Arthur related to
the total family
picture?

ARTHUR DUNHAM, 62, -

~ . CHICAGO ORGANIST|

Organu'aof Glecaabs,Ako d
 Composer, Dies—Hod Served -
as Qr_clmlm_ (._'ondudor 2

- Speciel to Tan Nsw Yorx Tnas.
- CHICAGO, Jan, 2¢,—Arthur Dun-
bkam, ¢ne of Chleaga’s leading ore
ganists, dled today In St, Luke’s

Templs that Mr. Dunham achiaved
muck of his recent famo &8s an or-
ganist. When the skyseraper church
was. hoing built in 1924, Mx. Dun-
ham was engeged to help selact tha
organ, which hag four manuate and
6,300 pipes. Mr. Dunbam was ap-
pofuted organist. He also was or-
ganist of K. A. M. Temple and had
gerved at Sinal Temple, -
.- For nearly twenty-five years Mr.
§ Dunham conducted the Asgociation
j of Commerce Glee Club, an amateur
s8inging organization. ' For elaven
years ke also conducted tha' Lyric
Glee Club of Milwaulee, .
L. Mr. Dunham was a conductor of
the Boston Einglish Opera Company
in 1921, In 1917 he organized the
Philharmon(c Orehestra of Chicago
to givs papular symphaony concerts.
In 1822 he directéd the Symphony
Orchestra of the Tivolf Theatre. .
He also was a composer. Among
his works ara ‘*Marpessa,* “Sym-
.& symphony in
Moods” and “'Si.

i
1

3 :Survi\;ihé are his widow, s'l'cm,T
Arthur Jr.; a daughter, Leonora,
ang p slater, Mra. T. S.. Pemberton.

RIGHT: From a May,
—18%7 newspaper sent
n by Anp Eldred, we
nave this obit for
JCOHN E. DUNHAM
${1811-1897). Despite

November 1993

1ts being the most de-
tailed obit we've ever
seen, & despite serious
efforts to identify

this man, we've been un-

able to do so. HELP
NEEDED!! 1!

JOUN E.UN?AM DEAD. |

WIDELY KNOWN~ THROUGHOUT:
CENTRAL NEW YORK.

[

A Yargo Lol owouer aind Thuruughyalog ¢

- Huslocas Yay- s Extanasisre Farwmlog
KEuteryrlves: Drath of Frg. Ueorge A
Ruiley of Huffaln.

Jothn £, Dynhaan, (n hla 5Tth year, died
al Lis home, No. 218 Went Courd street,

| vt Toendny evenlig, nt Hotclock.

Hu was born Juu. 5, 1511, In Wiadsor,
Berk=lire county, Mu=x, abouat Hil wilen
north of Dittatleld. Abaut anw yesr later
bid fher moved on o 1 skl (srm wh!gn
e purchneed fn Columbin county, No Y,
UeRr Lhir Murapchitlsetlea e

Mr. Doobanr was of New Fagland dee
it o bis fyther's alila nud of Holinned
Duteh o bva pothee’s olde 4 father |
wad Snuel Hancsek Dunbato, n untive |
of Muartha'a \Vinevard, Mass | sl whoe
nther Wwis o desceudent of the fncoty
which meinded Guv Joha Hancock cne of
the sfgnersof the declaention of §ite e tad
ance,  His motder was Lany Holieubeck,
whose fither was one of the de-onpplatita

ot thic pettlers of the Hudson River.  1hia
Gratdfatlher Hotlenbeek owned s niniber |
af wliuves nial was A large lariuer and |

{umbherman,

Frum early chitdboo! Mr. Donhan: knd
A wreat lking for busitiena aclivity std
wkell 1 very souny boy ote of his filen
Roest pastlneg wWas Lo Visit at Wi grand
futlicr s whern thene wan plenty of 1t In
acconlance with R characterlstfe tot uf
hin 10 like to =eo preopie tuke innocert rec-
Fredlton, ke nsed to enjoy watching the
Ledroed W3 they danced, or iinlesing to
them b they sang it thie roven or Sjtehen
set Apart fur them, apd beld o the epin
it that they were as Bapoy socd eontented
a people g existed.  Several of Lhent pre
furred fo remyin with the faidiy afler
They wete freed, ann ol Begresas v, ta
b over WO years utd, aAlways recelvitg Lthe
bust uf vare nad attentioln.

Hiw early vlucation wns linslted to the
district schovl heat bie Bomne.  i3s father
bt 1o pout hesltly, the cnre of the farn,

ently devolved tpon himt aud fron: the

tinie by win i0 or 16 Senrs old Lo had thie

RImMost  cullra mapdgeienat, with  his

puret's coutsel, of b fstber's affairs,
bying: the shek for nicd eelllng the
profitee froee the facm alid thesehy ds-
strtel v aving ol ow o snndl qnorgage
which Yoo father paed for ae wdiditlon
Lokt by Las eragtuad farm

e visite ) New York ity whien i hoy
T catipany with nonerchant wha cun
diotted watare -ty ke villose ear s biote
il Whin v by so poud o e onniied
dation that ke awle nromgetnents Ly go
o New Yoth, icil on Lis return bome his
wonther, n woginn of much resolution of
chinro fer, wnd whome wisbien anel votised
he swnts tespected, opimmel o atren tigtis-
by rhint b wbnetoned e fden

Lot tog v warhiong spou the fusm
it nttending 1o Yle fathes's hosdieas he
ol et ticed o ded fue hinisel! gl
Wl nliaie reronnled ra e yoatling ting of
strlcl celindility, Hifure he bezame of
ade e boucit weversl humdred sliceps, Lo

vy Tor whioh e horrowed Che niatiey on
s dndivednnd note of o wnn to whow bie
hied »obd wradn fue Wi futher ol who
touk hils Lote without hesitaney,  He wi
slwayd nown of punctanlity, amd his
wonl i el s bls note, He wos ooself
miade pvan wtd had abtained hisa property
by ik own industey mud pereeverance
He laol tar ninny yenres been n Iaree furm

iuiidred rlieep, to 4
puy fur which be borrowed the moues on
Lisdnbovidnad note of aomin to whom he
ool el wradu for b= fatbier atd who
touk Nis pote withont hesttata y, Fle wis
nlways nolusn of pupctunhity, atad  his
wanl e genl ns bis ole He wias aselt
ttetehe it mngged bt obitidged hia firoperty
by ki< v gndustry sid pAersesernnce,
He bined tor mpany yenrs breen o laree farm
owner st bad dealt winah o farm wstad
other real c-bate ntal oy ertiients,

About Uoyenrs nso e moved 1o Lae,
Oineldn cinnty, NOY, having purchised
vl ae Mreo Pralipe thie farm which fneluded
Ahe Mol ik Hats about the villnge of
Deltiv with the biiek Loneeopposite Har
rington's store, now_occupied by VVillinm
Prenufson. e Lad the foone liog=e o
thnt furm Logilt for notenant hotse,  Aflter
owning this farm ubuut sty yeurs e Al
it to Geo U Dentdson, Iather of the pres
eot ccetpant, wind bought the furin ahout
nomidle frang Deite near Clark's or Haw-
kit~ & Corners, pow ewned by the hieirs
af David Anken.  He subsogqiently pur-
chieed the furms ou Tarly vosd  now
owned by Plomms Soith, Jobhn Brown
nil the hetre of Gsorge Smith, moving to
the Swmith farm for the purpose of heing
nearer schoals, bils ctilldren attending the
Honie schonla,

Later he purchused the furm- which he §
still ownys uc Lee Line and thy tarm ad-
jolnlpe the Brown farm. At ditlerent
times he owued other real e~tute in Lee
and Rome.  About 15~ he purcho-ed |
the faon at Ridge Mills formerly owned
by Alvn Mudee and known we the West
turty, which he still owns, nud at wbout
the sumie the e purchased the farms at
Fort Bull of the estute of Morgan Braln-
el und hag subsequently aidided ditferent
plots of lnud to these nud to bis Lee Line
furims.

At the time of his denth he was the
owner of over 1,500 neres foonuad ahont
Roue, on which were dairies aggregnting
about SH cows.

[nn 15~1 he moved 1o the restdence 20y
W. Court street which he purchused a
year or two previous and hys siuce restiled
there. .

It was one of hisdelightu toree tmprove-
tientd to farm real entate, whether awned
by himself or others, and he never owued
w fari himelf that he did oot incrense in
value il ju producing capuelty.,  The
farmis north of this city which he owned
fur several yenrs, were ot the tinie he pur-
chised thety enpuble of mwaintrining but
ahonit one foueth the number of cows thut
were Kept on themws when L sold them
He never nllowed the prospeet of tempo
rary profit 1o indnce him to fmpoverish
the soll in uny degree. As soon ad ho
purchased u plece of property hie cong
menced” Improvements In erectine new
bizldings, moving others to be mure cott- §
veulently necesstble nnd 1o luproving and §
reelniming the unproductive or sel-pro-
ductive portions, sud workiug the lnnd he
probably puve emplogyment to more men

B than any other muon In the same fudustry

in the cunuty,
While he owned and re~jded on the
furm near Delta he bnd the entire huild-

ious bullt or remodeled and the whale

furin fenved next the roud with planed,
cupped muil painted fences,

Cont'd page 4
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JOHN E. DUNHAM (firom
page 3}

aving Cobimibin cocnuty
bl bl Ronew Lotise fur b father

B} mot)oer and el Luilt tor hitmeell oy

N %1 furin one nf the badt farm dwel -
inps dn that connty. i

o the thee he movel Inta Deldu
vontty e enpnyed in the daley futerest,
Lt efore he cnme frens Columbia coun
Ly he rulacdt mheep and griin agl when e |
o ad from there be had 1l aek of benr
ly Sun <hevp i Lis farins.

He hnl for many genrs Vecen Biterested
Hwestern investients ped dead tnken -
srend {Lterent o observing the crowth of,
the west, fnclillng Chicagn, wmost nf
walch, when Luv first saw il, Wi oprel
o dnery, of wWiste nnd vre marsli. Whea
winklng one of ik telpn Lo vistl l_)‘.:'-.\\'i‘nL
T KLites e nnd tils wife dlcove thraugh
the western part of the state wifh Wisown
coveynnce and purchased a farm of 150
acres in Genedce county, hnt »old it Hovw
alterwacd.

— \When ke fitntgwent to Hlnofs e pur-
chaded laul near the prescnt clty of Elglio
for & per wcre, a3d ilthouxh he never
made LIy res(dence 18 that state, e et
wiys Fetafued soma foterest there and for
over 1) sears and vp o five yeurs ago hud
alwnys made §t a polut ta Le there Juug
1, aud way as punctual L that respget a4
tn his general moda of busloews)” ned
thnse with whom he had become ac-

nsiuted there remarked that they were
rAminded of the dato by the panctuality
of his appenrance. ! i

Althongh hged B veey busy -life hezal:
wayd kept b 1f wetl tnfarmed by réd.
tug and assaclation, and o~ A good can-
Y ersatlonatist aud conld flad time for, und

pjoyed 1 soclal cbat with his frien's

when he met them. Hé had i retentive
memory knd teok Bn Interest o every-
Lody, Hewas 4 man of broad olferva-
vion and counld tel! muoch abagt the ap-
pedrince of the country hefore there was
uny raiiroad west of Schenectady.

In bis early lifa he bad occasion W
often go to Albany on bualness and rede
from Aluany te Scheuectady on the rail-
road that had but a abort tioie been com-
pleted to Schenectady,that then befng the
western terminns of the road. The {ng
pressiou made on him ab that time was
that (L was very raopld travellng and he
took pleasure in maklog comparison with
the speed and general appearance of that
train with those of the present time. -

Ha thoroughly enjoyed the begutles of
nature and driviog abont the couantry,
But a few years gloce he took a Tong d«lve
from hiis home down throngh the eastern
prrt of this state and Ioto Massachogetls
ta his birthplace and former bome, alio g
driviug up on the Catskill Mountalns uad
down the Hudsan River abont Athens to
his grandtather’s old Bome. lils grand-§
futher's larga oid brick house (the bricks
for whick were brought from tollana) s |
Bti(} atand!ng {n & good Blate af preserva-
tion and with but letle Alteratfon from §
{Ls arrangement when he was a child. :

He believed lifa was much what a man §
made {t aad thooght ag all wise provi-

denoe bad prepared a)l things needful for
man’s use and enfogyment, {{ made the

iR Leat use of, and his whole bhope and truat
jwas {n God.

He choge for his companton in life Mlss
Mariha A. 8mith of Cheshire, near Pltta.
Neld, Moany., to Wwhom he was married ip
1448, and who dled in 1883, She wasa
daugbler of Huwuel Swith, gben of
Cheshire, bat who many yesmm ggo pur-
chuaed aud nmoved on to the farm uear
Btokes, formerly called the Nisbel. farin.
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. GROWING PAINS
© had foor chilren. 7 h
8, dled In lofaucy. ﬂ;le ‘l,er:\,u‘:.c’:a:’ A::)Ul:

IO()IC“ 1 and two dll]"wlh A“L‘ﬂ"?ﬂ
" »
Adn F und .Huy F- who rovided with

: nister, Mrs. Heury Klla-
worth, one i Y
tis‘,(;)g at Y[hfyl‘:ln:u.’?\‘;l'::f:r thass binuolf,
b Wad R man of stron g

(!-.uu_.;hl u grout deal of ll%n{;‘}'::llffjlgi?c‘::-‘:
no dintant, and had a remarkably con-
tetited and happy dinpostilon, e felt
that every blee~ing had heen hLestowed
td a~k for, often ex-
itkfulnesn for the nasie,

Cutbacks Necessary?

Growth is a widely ac-
cepted measure of suc-
cess in any endeavor.
Growth is something to
aim for, something to
rejoice in. This news-
letter i35 no exception:
we have sought new cou-
sins & have been de-
tighted whenever we
found them. We have
— grown, & we're very
glad of it. But there is a "down side" to
this qrowth which we're just now experiencing.
Along with circulation, costs have increased
mightily. It is not that the individual stamp
has become more expensive {(not lately, anyway)
nor that each whirrr of the copy machine takes
a bigger coin. No, the trouble is that the
circulation itself has grown, & common sense
dictates that we do something about it. What
we're going to have to do, however regretful-
iy, 15 to limit our mailings to those cousins
only who provide material that can be used
in the newsletters, those wno write regularly
& share material. Otherwise, the time is
fast approaching when an issue is going to sit
on the shelf for lack of postage to mail it
out -- & what's the point of that?

i Lm that bis cor
preesiisr iy (hn

He Jul beeg Mrailoally faillog fir the

At genr or mares but not very preceptf-

hly entil the DRt wint

vy er und for the Lunt
Iuw u(-_(-kn Bt failed very raplity, pass-
xi”!‘[ AWHY peacefully b daat, Ih‘: hiat
tidden unl every duy that waw plesnaut

aud took A shorl g ,
denth, fide the day hefare his

BOOKS TC WATCH FOR

P. C. Alger, Derry, N.H., reports that she re-
cently found some very interesting books at
the American Antilquarian Society in Worcester,
MA., books that all Dupham researchers should
see. They are: 1/ SAMUEL G. DUNHAM & ALICE
COLLINS DUNHAM: THEIR DESCENDANTS & ANTECE-
DENTS, by Alice Dunham {(published 1955)

2/ REMINISCENCES OF AUSTIN C. DUNHAM, publish-
ed by Case, Lockwood & Brainard. (This also
ran serially in THE HARTFORD COURANT in 1912 &
1913.) 3/ DIFFENDERFFER, WITH ADDEMDUM DUNHAM
& OWEN, by William Henry Owen, published 1940.
Paula-Carol notes that only 100 copies ¢of =ach
were publiished, so they're probably pretty
hard to find. Since they are all fairly old,
perhaps Higginson Books in Saiem, MA could be
persuaded to reprint them. Anyway, b= on the
LOCKOUT!
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HERE'S ANOTHER SELECTION of photecs from
the 1993 Dunham Reunion in West Monroe,
NY, presented with thanks to all those

" who have sent in identifications for the
plictures we've published previously.

o
o ™

HARRISON MONROE DUNHAM
1857-1904
Judge of Probate, Wexford Co., Mich. (1888-1896)

THIS PHOTOGRAPH is from So-
phie Dunham Moore‘s JACOR
DUNHAM GENEALOGY (1963).
Judge Harrison Monroe Dunham
belonged to the 8th genera-
tion of Dunhams in America,
with ancestry as follows:
Deacon John 1, Rev. Jonathan
2, Daniel 3, Jacob 4, Ebene-
zer 5, Jacob 6, John J. 7.

[




