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TRAGEDY IN MEXICO:1843
—..__Soldier Writes Home for Last Time

A heart-rending letter (not dated, but evidently written
on March 25, 1843) by R. H. Dunham, of Fayette County,
Texas, comes to DD from John S. Dunham, Cortland, NY, who
says that he may have received it from Mary Dunham Hes-
ter, a cousin who lives in San Antonio, TX. Here is a
typescript of the letter: "Mexico. Dear Mother, I write
to you under the most awful feelings that a son ever ad-
dressed a mother, for in half an hour my doom will be
finished on earth, for I am doomed to die by the hands
of the Mexicans for our late attempt to escape the -----
of Santa Anna that every tenth man should be shot. We
drew lots. I was one of the unfortunate. I cannot say ot :
anything more. I die, I hope, with firmness (?) Farewell. el bMMMﬂm
May God bless you and may he, in this, my last hour, vt ol
forgive and pardon all my sins. A. D. Headenberg will, the warforTexanindependence.
should he be the all to inform you. Farewell. Your affectionate son,
R. H. DUNHAM." ADDED NOTE OF EXPLANATION: "300 Texans under Capt.

- Wm. S. Fisher unsuccessfully attacked Mier in northern Mexico, were
repulsed, & 170 of them were taken prisoners by the Mexicans. They
were taken to Saledo & imprisoned. The Mexican military authority
ordered that every tenth should be shot. To select these men to be
shot, 170 beans were placed in a pot, of which 17 beans were black
beans & the others white. Each Texan drew a bean, those drawing a
black bean being immediately shot. March 25, 1843, The soldier who
wrote this letter, R. H. Dunham, from Fayette County, drew one of the
black ones. Capt. William Mosby Eastland also drew a black bean:

"Thank God, Death has no terrors for me." Big Foot Wallace, the
famous scout, was one of the soldiers who drew a white bean. These
martyrs are now entomberd in a new cemetery at LaGrange, TX." So

little is known of this man or of the tragic circumstances that ended
his life. We don't have his Dunham ancestry; we don't even know what
the R. H. stood for. And a look at the clues from the larger picture
is not much more enlightening. This battle did not occur during the
Mexican War; that war didn't begin until 1848, Santa Anna (1795-1876)
shows up in THE WORLD BOOK, all right. The article from which the
above picture was taken states that "from 1841 to 1844 he was presi-
dent again," referring to his stormy career in Mexican politics, one
of alternating successes & failures. No mention is made of the parti-
cular battle that caused R. H. Dunham's death, though. Was it such a
routine kind of event that it didn't warrant a special name, a special
write-up? We didn't find MIER (where the attack occurred) in northern
Mexico on modern maps. Neither did we find Salado, where the unlucky
— 17 prisoners were shot. Perhaps the provenance of the letter, as re-
corded by John S. Dunham, can provide a bit more information. John
says that the family genealogist of the Elsbree clan was the one who
sent it to him. We find a couple of Elsbree entries in our Dunham
Index: Ira Elsbree, who married Sarah Ann Dunham, daughter (to p. 2)
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1) of Hezekiah Dunham (1791-1863)}(6)(Deacon

Samuel 4, Samuel 5). Hezekiah moved

Ira Elsbree is said to have been
Ira & Sarah Ann (Dunham) Elsbree had a son Thomas.
don't have any further information on this line,

We

It is certainly

fitting that the 17 martyred Texans were re-buried in a tomb in La

Grange,
ate ceremonies.
place in the family records as wéll.

~— please?
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CHOPPY PUBLICATION SCHEDULE
Please excuse the uncertainty of the current publication schedule.

Monthly?

Still,

Every-other-monthly?

Whatever!

TX (county seat of Fayette County),

undoubtedly with appropri-
we'd like to accord R. H. Dunham his rightful
Who can tell us more about him

At this particular point we

can only say that we'll publish DD each month that we have the stories
to include & the money to print & mail it out.
Remember,

needed.

Selma Blackmon,

MICHIGAN DEATH BENEFITS

Stone Mountain, is the person to thank for this

GA,

(Photos are especially

they don't have to be old ones.)

listing of Michigan Dunhams for whom Social Security death benefits

have been paid.
Firstly,
dates of death.

Thus the

Perhaps 2 things should be noted about this listing.
the Government in its wisdom decided to omit the specific

"00's" between the month & the year, which

makes it a bit more difficult for anyone wishing to order a copy of an

obituary,
certificate.

less.

Secondly,
or county where the deaths occurred,

but shouldn't hinder greatly those wanting to order a death

Michigan death certificates cost $10.00 if you send di-
rectly to Lansing for them,

are ways to get the place from the zip code,

tricky

tains to the eastern side of the state,
Michigan residents, ycur post office,

fic help.

———~-SSN-=---
375-38-2469
374-26-8137
380~-24-6984
381-16-8996
370-68-3383
368-48-4647
377-38-4474
381-26-1760
386-09-2215
379-32-8841
374-38-8382
385-26-0924
370-18-8531
380-20-2235
382-03-6498
379-22-2641
363-16-1492
372-09-8373
© 2-09-3626
383-52-0487
377-10-1578
366-18-1521
374-32-2198
366-10-5043
369-20-9815

SNDX
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
DS50
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550
D550

~—~-NAME----

DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,
DUNHAM,

ADELINE
ALBERTRA
ALBINE
ALETEA
ALICE
ANNA
ARTHUR
ARTHUR
ARTHUR SR
BEATRICE
BERNICE
BERNICE
BERT
BERTHA
BION
BRAYTON
CARL
CARL
CBAROLYN
CARRIE
CARTER
CASEY
CATHERINE
CHARLES
CHARLES

—-—BIRTH---
01-30-1891
09-26-1903
08-29-1895
10-11-1898
01-21-1885
03-15-1900
12-11-1891
06-23-1892
01-21-1901
02-04-1914
01-17-1894
07-18-1900
07-15-1923
08-03-1887
01-17-1899
02-10-1908
03-16-1899
01-01-1891
08-13-1919
06-29-1879
12-05-1901
01-21-1894
12-05-1935
09-29-1903
03-31-1924

but it can be a bit
Zips that begin with 481 are in the Detroit area.

18
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
M1
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI

49 to the western.
or your library for more speci-

Sometimes the individual counties charge
compilers of this data neglected to include the city

& only give the zip code. There

48 per-
Check with

--DEATH---"R-%ZTp BL%TP mre
01-00-1965 MI
01-00-1985 48912 MI
11-00-1975 48126 MI
09-00-1986 48861 MI
03-02-1988 48020
10-00-1979 48602 MI
09-00-1972 23226 TX
10-00-1963 MI
05-00-1970 48602 MI
11-18-1988 48519
05-00-1972 48017 MI
08-00-1979 49230
10-00-1982 49601
09-00-1974 48801 MI
03-00-1983 33905 FL
05-00-1967

06-00-1955

07-00-1981 49509 49418 MI
08-09-1989 48017
10-00-1966 49015 MI
12-00-1966 48184 MI
01-00-1980 48458 MI
03-00-1984 48055 48055 MI
02-00-1982 49007 49007 MI
04-00-1988 48089
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381-22-8771
370-16-2295
369-12-1163
"73-05-3912
.75-30-8710
377-18~1518
380-10-0809
366-68-5910
364-68-4805
370-03-7425

364-50-9329.

367-01-5523
383-30-8949
385-01-3497
375-26~8775
369-16-4956
363-20-2613
366-46-8728
367-12-6922
371-28-0253

372-05-5523
370-48-6203
374-30-4843
376-22-4164
368-16-8769
371-05-2066
374-18-2421
. 381-05-3505
372-14-1385
)-38-9242
365-68-9816
368-70-7047
383-05-2288
380-05-9174
369-68-8407
385-16-6023
368-36-6940
379-46-6633
366-07-4847
369-20~2910
368-48-6499
368-14-3125
373-38-0398
363-01-4414
364-68-7962
379-30-5711
364-20-9972
365-01-4340
377-09-9017
365-10-8393
385-20-3610
372-54-2398
366-44-5817
365-68-3555
»<6-16-4030
j-38-3820
379-24-7515
:364-07-3887
.368-09-0166
.-385-09-6094
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D550
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CHARLES
CHESTER
CLAIR
CLARENCE
CLIFFORD
CLYDE
CLYDE
CORDELIA
DAISY
DARRELL
DAVID
~DAVI
D .
DEE"
DELBERT
DEWITT
DIO
DONALD

DONALD-
DONALD

DONALD
DONALD
-DORPANCE
DOUGLAS
EARL
EARL
EARL
EARL
EDGAR
EDMOND
EDNA
EDWIN
EDWIN
ELDON
ELEANQRE
ELFRIEDA
ELIZABETH
ELIZABETH
ELMER
EMIL
EMMA
EMORY
ESTELLA
ESTELLE
ESTHER
ESTHER
ETHEL
ETHEL
ETHEL
EVA

EVA
FANNIE
FERN
FLORENCE
FLOYD
FLOYD
FORREST
FRANCIS
FRANK
FRANK
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11-08-1927 MI 10-00-1978 48215 MI

05-28-1918
01-19-1890
05-13-1903
10-17-1897
07-02-1896
04-27-1912
04-12-1888
04-22-1902
07-29-1891
04-21-1948
06-06-1918
06-02-1932
04-03-1891
08-14-1925
02-04-1901
01-21-1892
04-13-1946
06-16-1917
07-02-1924
07-20-1906
02-15-194%
02-18-1890
11-16-1927
06-20-1921
08-10-1901
12-11-1895
11-06-1911
02-26-1886
05-05-1906
12-13-1886
06-27-1920
12-13-1897
08-02-1895
09-04-1899
06-24-1904
05-04-1903
01-15-1878
01-30-1895
07-09-1898
01-12-1877
11-30-1919
04-09-1886
05-08-1912
08-19-1893
02-20-1908
07-30-1901
08-05-1900
10-04-1914
04-01-1894
06-07-1894
06-25-1900
02-17-1944
09-19-1884
02-09-1907
09-19-1882
03-10-1893
02-11~1882
02-27-1902
04-03-1891

TO BE CONTINUED

MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI

MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
M1
MI
MI
MI1
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MY
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MY
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
M1
MI
MI
MI
MI
M1
M1
MI
MI
MI

08-02-1990
07-00-1981
04-00-1970
07-00-1984
05-00-1969
08-00-1967
06-00-1983
08-00-1975
01-00-1973
10-00-1973
04-00-1968
04-06-1991
09-00-1963
03-00-1984
12-00-1980
07-00-1974
02-00-1977
02-00-1984
02-00-1978
07-00-1980
06-00-1980
12-00-1970
07-00-1986
02-00-1983
03-00-1976
01-00-1966
12-00-1979
04-00-1966
07-00-1982
05-00-1983
06-00-1976
07-30-1988
08-00-1974
12-00-1973
07-00-1983
11-00-1975
12-00-1973
10-00-1977
04-00-1972
05-00-1968
09-00-1980
11-00-1979
06-00-1978
04-00-1989
02-00-1987
11-00-1977
01-00-1974
04-00-1986
01-00-1970
07-00-1987
10-00-1979
10-00-1976
03-00-1974
01-00-1978
06-00-1974
04-00-1975
05-00-1967
03-00-1984
06-00-1966

48016
48079
33936
48831
49001

48005
48509
48892
48912
48743
48831
48185

92024

48240

48008

85602
82930
48640

48043
49783
48625
48020
49065
34641
48849
48214
49009
48446
48104
49017
48157
45042
60607
54143
48122
48104
49201
48505
48239
33548
49030
48880
48228

48503
33515
49241
49446
49646
49505
49509

48079 MI
FL
M1
M1

M1
MI
MI

MI
MI
MI
MI
49345
92054 CA
48875
48240

8240 MI

37055

85602

48043

48625

60455
49858
48122

48866

33515

49505
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JAMES R. DUNHAM
betty J. Dunham, Kalkaska, MI, sent in this excer
s , R t fro

ﬁagi?%GﬁAPHICAL RECORD OE BERRIEN & CASS COUNTIESP(MI) ?1g§§}POR¥§AIT
hasn 't ?e? possible to identify this line (Matthew-James—Timéthy W.-
Janes .} from our present Dunham Index. Might anyone be able to ﬂ d

rther light on the antecedents of this branch of the family? =

AMES R. DUNIIAM. The culti
cmall fruits has proven to be oneo 1¢:m
\l i jmportant and- successful mdustHea o

@ ! Berrien County, and among the men who

are prosl)ermwh engaged in this business’ ms5 be'

mentioned the nanmie of our subject;. who Owns .

farm Tocated on scction 31, St. Josepl

finc (ruijt
‘Township.
wlhich he raises peaches, g
Liis vhiprienis to thye mnrleelz at Chicage =ns

grapesand berries, mnkmv
ERIE

waukee.
he is the owner of six hundred and sixty-one

acres of land in Lincoln ‘Fownship, of which
seventy-five have been ¢leared and placed under
excellent cultivation. Upon that place e raises
suall froits and berries, and finds this buginess a
remunerative onc. [Ilis wifeis tlie owner of thirty-
four acres in Lincoln Township, wlich is partly
cleared and devoted to fruit-raising. .

A native of Michigan, onr subject was born in .’

Bortaqe\{’l‘dwbsmp hnhufuz'ba('fouﬁ&fﬁ on thed 248b. .
Ile . traces hisancestry to patriotic e
Iis paternal me.lt-vmnd-‘s_ N

father, Maw e Jth tgnf), enlisted at the com- L f
: Knlrmmzoo County and’one of the pioneers of the

of A prily: IBﬁIIA.

and valiant f()l;ef'ltthI

mencement of the Revolutionary War and served
until its ¢lose, and tradition says that he wns. prés-
enb at the famous “tea party’’ in Boston Harbor.
He settled on Johnson Creek, in New York State,
where he - constructed and managed A raft:in-the

American serviee during the War of 1812, 'Jut the

Here lhe lias thirty-six  acres, npon .

In addition to this valuable [nopcrty._\

" Comingto Michigap in 1834, the senior Mr.
xd@\spenx .gre sitminer i Jickson County and
<springof the. i‘altowmg)em settled m Kal-
azoo Count;, where' he purchased land and
mba"kt_zd‘ in. the nursery business. .In. 1854 he
ﬂ{%posed of his property ingKalimazoo'Counts, and,

: coming to BerHECsant i idocated in’ St. Toseph
N 'rm:q%’fﬁh where: he' pu:clm«ed land and engaged

: t-raising. H'wmg been reared along the
lake:éhore’ in New York Stale, in the midst of a
finé‘frait’ cc_mnt-_x) ,he was naturally familiar with,
and interested in, the cultivation of fruit, and
when be settled in Xalamazoo County hie endeav-
ored, but in vain, to ‘make .a success of that
‘business,

“When Mr. Punham came to St Joseph Town-
ship, he pmchased two hundred acres along the
‘lake shore, and judgmg that this laed would be
e,dpeunll‘, adapted for “frait-raising, be embarked
iri that business. and- _proved, to :the great aston-

- 1a})mcx\t and dehght of otlier people in the county,

t:the sol here ig:peculiarly filted for the raising
¢ |‘mt§ Hxs name is; worth\ of perpetuation,
- hc was the* [none(,r of the nursery business in

o Afrmt Dusiness beve, us-well as one of the most ex-
‘tensive: frmt,.glonevs in this section of the State.

raft, having been discovered by the Pritish fleet,”

way destrey cd.

The pfuem'\l grandfather of our subject was .
James I)zmlnm, who w asreared in New Jersey and |

married aMiss. W ardi-of New York City. whence
theyw nioved to western New York and from therve
up Sackelt's Hachor, and later Lo Canada.
father of our subject, Timothj Ward I)nnlmm
was born:in Capada, Japuary. 12, 1808:;and “n.s
reared on a farm n Orleans Cmmt\,L\ Y. IlIis
(ather died when he was z-child of two years; and
eight years later liis mother was ngain married.
He was about seventeen when he starled out in
the wordd to carn his own tivelibood, and, pro-

The

covdiz to Rochestery, N. Y., he found employment -

for a time on a farmn. ¥
: N

Rcmovmcr to Linedln Township, Mr. Dunham

'emlnrkcd ‘tn the sawmiil husiness and was thus

\eugnged for s oumber- of years.

B

He also planted

a pmch and a.-grape orchard on his place, where
Iie resided until the? JFalkof ‘1892, and since that
time has made Lis home with our subject. He was

married-Jone;28,: T ,%_ to Miss Catherine, a daugh-
ter of Enos Newman.

This eshm.\b]c lady was’

- Born in Vermont, whence in an early day she ac-

companied bey parents to Covington, N. Y., and
there grew to womanhood. At the age of t\\cnt\-'
four she came o Kalamazoo, Mich., where she was
marned “Her death ogcurred :July:} 1892, at
the age of eighty-two years and cleven months,
She was -a woman of many noble attributes of
character and was devotedly attached to her hus-
band and children. Two of her children werc
My who married . Bryee Quint, and died on 2
fartm noar Nites; ngd Mty who d:etl when six

.moyths otd.

(cont'd page 5)
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IN A COPY of a snapshot from

_ Bill Wood, Stephens City, VA,

we, see Henry Alpheus Dunham

{(1872-1946) (9) (Deacon John 1,

Joseph 2, Nathaniel 3, Isaac
4, Calvin 5, Alpheus b6, Al-
pheus 7, George W. 8); Hen-
ry‘'s daughter, Alice Marion
Dunham Wood (1899-19%0); &
(sort of) Henry's wife, Ma-
bel L. Cogswell Dunham; &

Gail Conrad. They are Bill's

grandparents, his mother, &
his godmother (whose smile
is not quite extinguished
by the damage to the origi-
nal picture.

Cont d from page 4:
&) -_,'_lhy Dlmham was 4’ Wh;g‘nnd
'l'\ter bcc:lma : strong Aboimomst ‘Hle is.now
/ he: Republwﬂn party, to which he
i gupport. He_ was converted
kl.h/t.he Methodmt Episcopal
s member of Ale Methodist
He is-one of .the oldest. sur-
x'x’ £ bt. Ioseph Fownship, and at the
893) i3 elghty-ﬂve years of nge.:
A man of" ﬂ'nl)le MAND OIS, intelligence of 2 very
high ordef shrewd business qualitics, he bas
-att.mcwd a host ‘of friends’ an(l attained'a posmuu
amoag the most. sucwbsrnl of ‘Rerrien’s pioneers.
The sub)cct of ¢his. sketeh -was réared in Kala-
Micli.sgin i85, when Le accom-
Wﬁﬁ, this State. At

xe‘éa.m 615 llen ien Count.y, ﬂl\d

: er; \-\nld st.nte. “Wild animals
ce,tmd Outsubject frequentily
vengnged 1ndlie sport of Lunting deer, which often

i tim of s unerx{ng shot-.
felk tlne victimg of J ; -‘ 11’8’&9, Mr Dun- |

g Fcliecc&”’:\ﬁn.' -daughter of
ay. ‘m\d--tlius are ‘the parents of six
E‘nna \\ KRN prominent fruit- .
“Garah Elin, 2 Q‘l\OOl
wxho residesat

‘ldu\n, n*lmel\ 5
grower of- Lincoln o‘\nﬁlup
teacher rcs)c‘ ag at-home; B
Stev eusvtue, Bemen ()ount.\,, !
‘mill wiieh lie, nnd ‘Nis,: fzwhqr “oswn; <
Charles WL nnd Maq A who are M. fhome.

PR
nnd operatles & saw-
atherine E.,
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-
? % -ORISKANY, '

/2 o
ard 6. Dunham, lelf War. yab-'
.- oFan, Buccumbl t0- Lang " lliness,

Oriaksny, Feb.. 13.--M the ‘home- ot
his'. dsughter, -Mrs, Rees- A. Jones,
Sunddy, occumd the . eath of-'Bd-

wayd GQ,'D
Fgcomp npham. ng Qeam wa.a‘T"

*Mr; Dnnham wa.s born in Br!dgs-
port,. N. Y. Fehrgary 10, 1839,.
there his early life was. spent: .tn
the: same town on August 1, 1861, he
warried. MumemMaAm;Tmﬂm
e, S Mpshkine out ot tw i)

Mr, 0,
167th - Regiment, . - New.¥ork Volun-
‘teors,.and gervéd. until the elose..of,
e war. . He participated- ln ~evanr
battle. fought by his, ant.

“He {s. survived’ by wl:e. pne
sistar, ¥Mrs. Alice Gearhart of , Rach- .
ester, {wo daughters, Mrs.  Roes-|
'-Jonas of Oriskany and Mrs; Charles:
Meayers ‘five srandnhlldren and
threp~ ~m%mhmMmm, t

BETTER LUCK attended our research re-
garding this Oriskany, NY obituary,
sent in by Ann Eldred, Verona, NY, It
was the name of Edward's sister, Alice
Dunham Gearhart, that enabled us to
identify Edward. Edward G. Dunham be-
longed to the 8th generation in
America, with this ancestry: Deacon
Jobn 1, Joseph 2, Eleazer 3, Israel 4,
Ebenezer 5, Nathaniel 6, David 7.

EN
e Ay

e



