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“ENGLISH HOME OF DEACON JOHN
DUNHAM DISCOVERED”

by Gratia D. Mahony

From an article in TAG, Vol. 71, p. 130-133, by Robert Leigh Ward the
following excerpt is quoted.

“The parish register of Clophill, Bedfordshire, England, contains the
record of the marriage of John Dunham and Susan Kaino on 17 August 1612. In
the nearby parish of Henlow, Bedfordshire, is found the baptism of John Dunham,
son of John and Susan, on 19 February 1614/15.”

The article contains entries from the published Bedfordshire Parish
Repisters, but these are for the Kaino/Ceynehoe family who resided in Clophill.
No record of the baptism of John Dunham was found. However a probate record
for Richard Dunham was found and is quoted from Mr. Ward’s article below.

“The probate record of Richard Dunham, the elder, poulter of Langford,
some seven miles from Clophill, provides significant support for the conclusion
that this is the correct family and that Richard Dunham was Deacon John'
Dunham’s father. In his will, dated 5 October 1624, Richard Dunham left his
body ‘to be buryed in such a place as my Executores shall thinke convenient.” He
mentioned son William, son William’s son Richard, son John (‘my best shirte and
Twenty shillings in mony to be payd him at his retorne’), daughter Anne and her
son Richard; daughter Elisabeth, residue to son Richard, who was to be executor;
granddaughter Ellen Underwood. . . . ‘[Flather Dunham, an old man’ was
buried at Langford on 19 November 1624, the only entry for that surname in the
published parish register. The shirt and money to be paid to John Dunham “at his
retorne’ shows that the testator’s son was away from home; the phrase probably
means no more that that John would receive his legacy if he were to return, not
that he was expected to do so. At the time, the immigrant was in Leyden.”

“Susan, daughter of Thomas ‘Cainehoe’, was baptized in Clophill on 12
December 1586, and this appears to be the baptism of Deacon John Dunham’s
first wife. . . an adminsstration for the estate of Thomas ‘Keynoe’ of Clophill
was granted on 7 May 1612 to his widow Joanne. . .” '

Mr. Ward states “these records establish the first marriage of Deacon
John' Dunham of Plymouth, identify his wife’s likely parentage, and provide a
strong possibility that Richard Dunham of Langford was his father.”
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NEWS OF THE WEEK
Samuel E. Dunham (1850-1915)(9)(John 1, John 2, John 3, Ebenezer 4, Ebenezer S, Jonathan 6,
Ralph 7, Francis S. 8) wrote weekly letters to his daughter Miriam, enclosing a dollar bill in each
(her spending money), along with all the news of family members. From S.E. Dunham, David-
son Commission Co., Postal Telegraph Bldg., Chicago, Ill., to Mrs. Luther Ferriss, 298 Buckeye
St., Grand Rapids, Mich.:

“May 20, 1910. My darling daughter; We had your very welcome letter & are so glad to know
that you are recovering so well & can go out of the house & enjoy the fine weather. ((Miriam
had been injured on the way to church when she was taking her daughter, Lillyn, to be confirmed.
The horse got frightened & bolted, & the carriage was over-turned. They had to delay the
confirmation.)) We are also much pleased to know that our darling Lillyn has been given the
grace of confirmation & the Holy Communion, & trust & pray that they may be a great help to
her in her Christian life.

We have had another nice letter from Edna ((his youngest daughter)) telling us of singing be-
fore a celebrated Berlin teacher who is close to the Berlin Royal Opera Co He was much pleased
with her voice on account of having so much feeling & expression as well as fine tone & volume.
Gave her an opera to learn, & she was to sing it for him in a week of two. (The Magic Flute.) If
successful, it promised to lead to an engagement in Berlin for next fall. If she gets this & things
go well elsewhere, she writes she is very much tempted to run home for a few weeks this summer
provided the sea trip is not considered bad for her. I would not be much surprised to see her
some tume in late July or early August, particularly if she learns that Rosa ((middle daughter))
will be going to California in the fall.

Billie ((Rosa’s husband)) has not yet signed contract with the party. Terms are about all set-
tled, but as the head man is to be here about June [st, the final settlement has been delayed until
he comes on. In the meantime, he has been made another San Francisco offer, a position some-
what similar, & may take that if they bid higher than these people. This is under consideration &
probably one or the other will be settled on within 2 weeks. Rosa is enjoying the rest & country
air at Mrs. Sims’, & I believe it is the best possible thing for her. She is better than for years.

Your mother is no so well, rheumatic, & now trouble with her stomach & bowe]. Will call up
doctor today & try to get straightened out. Would be better if she only had someone in the house
to go out with & keep her in open air several hours daily. She dreads so going out alone, fearing
an attack & inability to get back home. I am no good to her that way at all, as I can’t go out at all
after getting home, & not much on Sundays except to church once in a while & to see your Uncle
Ralph ((his brother)).

I am figuring that your poor Uncle Ralph can’t last much longer, & when he goes, I want Aunt
Nelia ((his sister, who kept house for Ralph)) to come & live with us & be company for your mo-
ther, & believe they can get along together all right. Am saying nothing about this to them, but
have told Uncle Ralph that if he is taken away, I expect to take care of Aunt Nelia. She will have
a little insurance money & could do some card work ((painting greeting cards)) if she had a peace
-ful home. Uncle Ralph is somewhat better; bu very, very weak, has been unable to get down-
town for 2 weeks, & I fear may never get strong enough for that again. Seems to almost have
given up the battle himself. Does not, can’t, read very much. Sits & dozes & dreams unless it is
fine & he can get over to the small park near there, where he walks a little, then sits on a (to p. 3)
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NEWS OF THE WEEK (from p. 2) bench in the sun & dozes. He has felt better today, & Aunt
Nee thinks he may get downtown tomorrow if it does not rain. But I doubt it. We hope to be
able to find someone, after this month, to take the business ((commercial art)) entirely off their
hands & assume all the office expenses, yet allow them a share of the income above some
reason-

able sum, & give Aunt Nelia the use of the office telephone & boy when her card work begins
next fall, if she wants it then. John, Frank & John’s wife expect to get over to see Uncle Ralph
this p.m., have been promising to come for some time past. Hope it will liven him up some & do
him some good.

This business is turning out better with Bud ((Miriam’s husband)), & will be easier on him this
summer than last. We want to arrange for you & Lillyn to come over & spend a week with us
when school is over, as we may not be able to get away ourselves. Davidson goes away on Sun.
for 2 month or 6 weeks, so I will be tied to the office even tighter until his return. I am feeling
much better, enjoying my noon meal & feel no bad effects from it now, but eat no breakfast &
very little evening dinner, as { seem to choke up & have trouble at night if I eat anything more
than a very light repast. Includes a small dish of asparagus, 2 or 3 crackers & a cup of hot water.
But this, with my tonic 2 or 3 times a day, holds my strength, & I have only lost 3 or 4 pounds in
weight since I began the diet in January. I am certainly a profitable boarder for Mrs. Howard, & |
only wish I had someone to eat my $5.50 worth each week, so I need not go to the table at all.

All of us send much love to you all, & I hope to hear of your continued improvement from now
on. With much love to you all, I am ever Your loving father, S. E. DUNHAM.”

THANKS TO SUE C. STEWART, Puryear, TN, DD has this CHICAGO TRIBUNE clipping

about the Dunham castle built in St. Charles, IL, by Mark W. Dunham (b. 1842)(8)(John 1, John
2, John 3, Elisha 4, Elisha 5, Elisha 6, Solomon 7). The clipping is undated, but may have been
published about 1987.
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DUNHAMS WITH MISSING ANCESTRY

It didn’t take long at all the find these Dunham mentions in the ONONDAGA (NY) CENTEN-
NIAL, by Bruce (1896). However, an arduous trip through all our Dunham books & indices
failed to identify either Rufus Dunham (b. 1825) of Manlius, NY or Joseph Dunham (b.1842) of
Baldwinswille, NY. Might any of DD’s readers be familiar with the names recorded in these

excerpts? A 1997
o

DUNHAM, Rufus, Manlius, was born in Truxton, Cortland Co., Aug. 25, 1825. His father,
((also)) Rufus Dunham, was a native of Massachusetts & came to Cortland County when a young
man, where he made his home up to the time of his death at the age of 91 years. Rufus, our
subject, was the 4th of a family of 10 children. He was educated in the common schools, after
leaving which he engaged in farming in his native town, remaining on the old homestead until 26
years of age. In 1853 he bought a farm of 60 acres on lots 88 & 99, where he has since made his
home. He has been a member of the Baptist Church for 20 years. In 1848 he married Sarah
Bryant, a native of Massachusetts, & they have 2 children: Jennie, wife of Dr. N. H. Curtis, of
Manlius; & Henry B., general agent for the Columbus, Hocking Valley & Toledo RR Co., now
located at Columbus, Ohio. , A 19 v

DUNHAM, Joseph, Baldwinsville, was born on the farm where he now resides Mg%, 1842,
son of Jeremiah, also a native of Onondaga County, born June 1, 1802. The family descended
from 3 brothers who came to the United States in 1750 & fought in the Revolutionary War.
Jeremiah married Hannah Carder, by whom he had 9 children, 6 of whom are now living. He
died in 1874. Joseph Dunham was educated in the common schools. He married Mary A.,
daughter of D. C. Greenfield, by whom he had 5 children: DeWitt J., Sardis A., Harry E., Hattie
M., Wandell, & Mary A. ((We make that 6; how about you?)) Aug. 28, 1862 Mr. Dunham
enlisted in Co. I, 3rd NY Cavalry. He served until the close of the war, receiving his discharge
Jun 7, 1865. He is one of the representative farmers of the town.

TOO MANY WILLIAMS

Joseph R. Dunham (1804-1900)(7)(John 1, Joseph 2, Daniel 3, Daniel 4, Robert 5, Robert 6), of
Newport, RI & Plymouth, MA, appears to have had 3 sons named William. The first was his
eldest child,William R., who lived only between 1828 & 1830. Thus we can understand the
naming of the 2nd William: William G., b. 1838. But the 3rd William (b. 1849) presents some-
thing of a mystery - particularly so since Joseph R’s only named wife, Hannah Simmons, died in
1837. There must have been a 2nd wife whose name has been lost to history, & this 2nd wife
must have had an overwhelming desire to have a son named William, because the 2nd William
(Wm G.) was still very much alive in the 1870's & raising a young family. So was the 3rd Wil-
liam, who had a son named William R. (b. 1871) of his own, by Emily Shaw, plus 3 others for
whom he managed to find different names.
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